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LETTERS to the Editors 





The Decimal Slipped 


An error in the “Window on the 
World,” February. While two figures are 
correct—52 per cent of the members of 
the Evangelical United Brethren Church 
attend Sunday morning worship serv- 
ices and 16 per cent attend Sunday even- 
ing worship services—there is an error in 
regard to the midweek services. 

I was horrified to think that only 
“eight tenths of one per cent attend the 
mid-week services,” and so I consulted 
the statistics and reckoned the percent- 
age myself. I find it is eight per cent 
that attend midweek services. 

Truly this eight per cent is nothing to 
be proud of and we regret that it is so 
low. But just the same one decimal point 
does make a difference. 

DANIEL F. BRrosE 
Portland, Ore. 

Thank you for the correction; our 
news service was apparently in error this 
time.—Eds. 


Who Weeps in Heaven? 


In reading George B. Duncan’s article 
“Maturity Can Be Dangerous” (Feb. 
’58), I found myself criticizing the fol- 
lowing: 

“If you don’t know what it is to weep, 
perhaps God will give you a place in 
Heaven to weep and weep and weep— 
for the child whose usefulness you killed, 
whose love you extinguished.” 

This would seem to give vent to the 
Roman Catholic doctrine of “limbo”— 
where sinners go to the side of Christ 
after death to lament for their sins. 
When the opportunity comes for me to 
be near to the side of Christ (together 
with Mr. Duncan), it will be with ex- 
ceeding joy. 

Rap A. LINGLE 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Christian Suicides? 


Christian suicides? I almost went up 
in smoke while reading “Is Suicide an 
Answer?” (January, 1958). Suicide is 
self-murder. Since it is murder, why does 
one have to speak separately of the saved 
and the unsaved when speaking about 
suicide? To commit suicide is to go out 
of this life a murderer. Rev. 21:8 says 
they have their part in eternal punish- 
ment. 

I agree that salvation is certainly guar- 
anteed by the blood of Jesus Christ, but 
that guarantee is on condition—just like 
all the promises of God—I must believe 
and continue to believe in Him. Believ- 
ing and following Jesus does not produce 
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a need for suicide. Therefore, I conclude 

that suicide is the result of not follow- 

ing and refusing to believe. Therefore, 

a non-believer has only eternal punish- 
ment. 

HAROLD CRITCHER 

Norfolk, Va. 

Two important considerations: 

I) Many suicides are mentally ill. 
This is a sickness, not always a sin. Be- 
ing out of God’s will may cause mental 
illness, but being out of His will and 
losing one’s salvation are two different 
things. 

2) God in sovereign grace brings a 
person to a knowledge of Himself and 
keeps that person. “. . . An inheritance 
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for 
you, Who are kept by the power of God. 
.. .’—Eds. 


Change of Heart 


About a week ago I sent in my dis- 
continuing notice. The reason was that 
I find it difficult to peruse the reading of 
the literature I am getting at my age, 
but when I received the January issue 
of ETERNITY and saw the picture of Dr. 
Gaebelein under whose ministry I have 
been privileged to often sit, and when I 
read of the merging of Our Hope and 
ETERNITY, my heart was so warmed that 
I cannot refrain from sending my sub- 
scription money for the current year. 

Wo. J. BESTVATER 
Shafter, Calif. 

Another article by Dr. A. C. Gaebelein 
is being reprinted in this issue. See page 
11.—Eds. 


Europe Is Different 


Concerning your article, “Should Fur- 
loughs Be Changed?” (Feb. 58), it is 
written with Central America or Africa 
in mind. 

Europe requires a different approach. 
Were it not for the fact that interest in 
the missionary is revived by a furlough 
at home, our missionaries would hardly 
have to come home at all. 

It is regrettable that a considerable 
portion of giving to missionary work is 
done as a result of emotional appeals or 
personal appeals. Christians in America 
need to put missions on a scriptural 
basis. The home office of missionary so- 
cieties and the deputation secretaries are 
in a position to furnish information 
needed by supporting churches. 

Noe O. Lyons 
Greater Europe Mission 
Chicago, Ill. 
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Foretastes 


Spiraling production costs have 
forced us to raise the subscription 
price of ETernity from $3.00 to 
$4.00 a year, starting with the May 
issue. (There’s an additional 50 cents 
for postage on foreign subscriptions.) 

ETERNITY must make its own way 
financially since it is not subsidized 
in the manner of many of its con- 
temporaries in the religious field. Nor 
can ETERNITY ever expect to obtain 
advertising in the amounts that pro- 
vide the major revenue of secular 
publications. Therefore ETERNITY 


turns to its readers who after all are 
the ones for whom ETERNITY exists. 


Exciting articles are scheduled for 
coming issues of the magazine. 
Among the authors are C. Stacey 
Woods, Billy Graham, Charles 
Hodge, Harold Ockenga, George 
Ladd and Bernard Ramm. Don't 
miss these articles. 

To our Erernity readers we offer 
this half-rate offer before the price 
rise: for only $10.00 Eternity will 
come to you for five years. You can 
extend your present subscription re- 
gardless of the date of its expiration. 
Our Circulation Department will 
care for those details. Final tip: the 
offer will be withdrawn on April 15, 
1958. 

* s Sd 

There’s a story behind Dr. V. Ray- 
mond Edman’s “What Means the 
Triumphal Entry?” (page 12). 

He relates: “Years ago I was pray- 
erfully preparing a message for Palm 
Sunday; but head and heart were 
dissatisfied. I could say a word about 
the ‘triumph,’ but there was none. 
There could be a message on the 
docility of the little donkey; or from 
the fact that the animal was tied 
‘where two ways meet.’ 

“The ‘stones crying out’ kept stop- 
ping me. Finally, in desperation I 
said, “Well, Lord, I'll have to say 
something, but I do not know the 
meaning of Palm Sunday.’ 

“The response of the Holy Spirit 
was, ‘Go back and read the story 
from the beginning.’ Therefore I be- 
gan in Exodus 12. For the first time 


(Continued on page 40) 
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provided expert coverage of every phase of relig- 
ious knowledge. Taking into account the most 
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tical strategies of church administration and 
parish work, these volumes provide a complete 
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ARE WE GUILTY? 


There is a group of believers who say 
that I am behaving toward them in the 
manner which I denounced in my edi- 
torial entitled “Compromise” in the 
March issue. This group is the Grace 
Gospel Fellowship, with which Mr. Cor- 
nelius Stam is actively associated, and 
whose leading exponent for many years 
was Dr. J. C. O’Hair of Chicago. 

I am glad to do what I can to clear up 
this misunderstanding. Several years ago 
I stated that the Grace Gospel Fellow- 
ship did not believe that taking com- 
munion is for this age. I now have be- 
fore me their statement of doctrine, in 
which they say that communion is for 
Christians to observe today. However, 
their statement declares that there should 
be no observance of baptism in this age. 
A group in England denies both baptism 
and communion, and I regrettably con- 
fused the two. 

Mr. Stam informs me that he and the 
“grace movement” do not hold other 
errors that have been attributed to them. 
They do not believe in conditional im- 
mortality, annihilation, or universal re- 
concilation. I am glad to record these 
facts here in order to correct any misin- 
formation which I may have formerly 
believed and disseminated. 

Nevertheless, the Grace Gospel Fellow- 
ship holds what many Christians believe 
is a hyper-dispensational form of doc- 
trine. Such teaching has caused the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church to require of all candidates 
the formal statement that they are not 
dispensationalists. 

Returning to the group who have writ- 
ten to us at such length that we are deny- 
ing them fellowship, I am truly sorry 
if I hurt any of them by misquoting their 
beliefs, for they are brethren in Christ, 
members of His body. They have the 
right to teach what they believe true, and 
we have the right to believe that they 
are in error. For the underlying doctrines 
of dispensationalism are sometimes not 
understood by those who hold them. 
Their statement of doctrine quotes Ephe- 
sians 4:1-7 and says, “We affirm that the 
seven-fold unity expressed in this passage 
is the Holy Spirit's DOCTRINAL 
STATEMENT for the church,” etc. 
Now, this is not true. The Holy Spirit’s 
doctrinal statement must conform with 
the Word of Christ who said, “Man shall 
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not live by bread alone but by EVERY 
WORD that proceeds out of the mouth 
of God.” 

We regret that we have misunderstood 
some of the teachings of the Grace Gospel 
Fellowship and hope that this statement 
will help clear up any ill feelings which 
may have existed because of these past 
misunderstandings. Our hand is always 
extended in Christian fellowship to them 
and to all who seek to follow Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Savior. 

We shall not leave the main stream of 
Christianity to go with the Grace Gospel 
Fellowship in what we firmly believe are 
doctrinal sidetracks and error. Our call 
is to feed Christ’s sheep and I am con- 
vinced that His sheep are in all churches. 
So let us love one another as fellow be- 
lievers, and agree to disagree on dispen- 
sationalism. 


KOREA RADIO 


While in Korea a year and a half ago, 
we were much impressed by the work 
of Station HLKY, a Christian radio sta- 
tion in Seoul which is headed by Otto 
DeCamp. We knew him well during his 
student years in Philadelphia, and he is 
spiritually and educationally equipped 
to do a real work for the Lord. 

I believe that Station HLKY is doing 
the most effective radio work for the 
Lord in Korea. Broadcasting in Korean 
throughout the day, the station reaches 
across the 38th parallel, and there are 
many indications of a large listening 
audience in Red Korea where there are 


thousands of Christians left from pre- 
war days. 

I told the acting head of the station 
that I would try to get 200 classical rec- 
ords for broadcasting use, since it is 
necessary to vary the program in order 
to attract and hold listeners. (A friend 
said to me, “I may not like worms, but 
I always use them when I go fishing be- 
cause the fish like them!”) There are 
many gospel programs interspersed with 
the classical music broadcasts. 

A colonel in the United States Army 
recently wrote HLKY, commending the 
quality of their programs and regretting 
that the official U. S. Army ratio station 
broadcasts were of such low quality. Since 
rock ’n roll suit the “common denomin- 
ator” of our troops, the Koreans take 
this as American culture. 

Some people may think it more bibli- 
cal to pay for a preacher’s Bible than 
for his clothes, his lemonade, his child’s 
allowance, his wife’s hat, but all of these 
things come out of the preacher’s salary. 
Others calculate missionary giving only 
for tracts and testaments. They need to 
remember that all the needs of the mis- 
sionary’s personal life and all the needs 
of a missionary radio station must be 
met in order to preach the gospel effec- 
tively. 

Maybe the Lord would have you give a 
Bach chorale or some other good record 
that can attract people to listen to a 
station that will broadcast the gospel on 
its next program? Make out your check 
to The Evangelical Foundation, Inc., 
and mark it “For Korean Broadcasting.” 
Send it to us at 1716 Spruce Street, Phila- 
delphia 3, Pa. The full amount of your 
check will go to Korea without any de- 
ductions. 


CHRIST INDISPENSABLE 


He knew that He was going to die. 
He had repeatedly told His disciples 
that He was going to leave them, that 
He was to die on the cross. Nevertheless, 
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while walking toward the place where 
He would be arrested, Christ declared, 
“Apart from me you can do nothing” 
(John 15:5). 


Sometimes His enemies challenge us 
to show instances in which Christ claim- 
ed to be God. Here is such an instance. 
No mere man can say such a thing, but 
Christ knew that He was “the Word 
made flesh” (John 1:14); that He was 
“God manifest in the flesh” (I Tim. 
3:16). 

Because of what Christ is, we must 
realize what we are. King Solomon 
warned, “Do not boast about tomorrow” 
(Prov. 27:1). We are nothing, we have 
nothing, we can do nothing. The world 
says, “Don’t count your chickens before 
they are hatched.” In the words of King 
Ahab to Benhadad of Syria, “Let not 
him that girds on his armor boast him- 
self as he that puts it off’ (I Kings 
20:11). 

There are many examples in history 
of men who lived tomorrow before to- 
day, and were the worse for it. Thomas 
Fuller, a Puritan divine, says that the 
Duke of Medina Sidonia, commander in 
chief of the Spanish Armada in 1588, 
was so moved by the sight of Mount 
Edgecombe from the sea that he claimed 
it for his own when Britain would be 
divided among the Spaniards. Fuller 
quaintly comments, “Blame him not for 
choosing the best for himself: but he 
had catched a great cold had he had no 
other clothes to wear than those which 
were to be made of the skin of a bear 
not yet killed.” 


No such thought was in the heart of 
Paul. Instead, he acknowledged, “Not 
that I have already obtained . . . but 
one thing I do, . . . I press on toward 
the goal” (Phil. 3:12-14). He well knew 
the truth of our Lord’s statement, 
“Apart from me you can do nothing.” 
Only when this lesson has been learned 
may the Christian say, “I can do all 
things in him who strengthens me” 
(Phil. 4:13). 
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A STATEMENT OF 


PURPOSE and DOCTRINE 


by David C. Cook Publishing Co. : 


The David C. Cook Publishing Company 
meets one of the most basic needs of Sun- 
day Schools by providing the highest 
quality of Bible-centered, life-related 
literature. To meet this great responsi- 
bility, we have sought spiritually dedicat- 
ed writers and editors who are able to in- 
terpret the Bible with the highest degree 
of evangelical scholarship. It is our intent 
to use the proven methods of Christian 
education, the best art and printing to 
make this scholarship available to the 
largest possible number of people. 


THE BIBLE: We believe that the Bible, both 
Old and New Testaments, is the divinely in- 
spired and only authoritative Word of God; 
supreme and final in its authority in matters 
of faith and practice. The Bible stands 
unique and alone above all books. For this 
reason we believe every lesson should be 
based upon Scripture—every lesson a Bible 
lesson, with Scripture applied to present- 
day Christian living. 


GOD: We believe in the Triune God of the 
Bible, the God who created the world, who 
made man in His own image, who so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son for man’s redemption. 


CHRIST: We believe in the deity of Jesus 
Christ, that He is co-eternal and co-equal 
with God the Father. We believe the Bible 
record of His virgin birth, sinless life, words, 
works, vicarious death, bodily resurrection 
and ascension, and promise of His per- 
sonal return. Christ came into the world to 
provide salvation through faith in Him as 
Savior and Lord, and to restore men to fel- 
lowship with God. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT: We believe that God the 
Holy Spirit, as revealed in the Bible, is a 
Person co-equal and co-eternal with God 
the Father and God the Son. The Holy 
Spirit brings an awareness of guilt, brings 
about the new birth, and indwells the be- 
liever that he may lead a godly life. The 
Holy Spirit strengthens faith, brings com- 
fort and peace in time of sorrow and dis- 
tress, enlightens our hearts and minds to 
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DAVID C. COOK PUBLISHING CO. 


understand and apply the truth in Christ 
and the Bible. 


REPENTANCE: We believe that men become 
children of God by true repentance, turn- 
ing from sin and turning to Christ as Savior. 
True repentance results in a changed life. 
The believer now seeks to live his life ac- 
cording to the will of God. 


FAITH: We believe that men who have re- 
ceived God’s forgiveness for sin through 
Christ’s atoning death and triumphant res- 
urrection, possess saving faith. The faith is 
awakened and strengthened by the hearing 
of the Word of God. Believers strive to ex- . 
press this saving faith through the total 
commitment of their lives to Christ as 
Savior and Lord. 


THE CHURCH: We believe that the Church, 
which is described in the Scriptures as 
Christ’s body, is composed of all people who 
have accepted Christ in faith and have com- 
mitted their lives to Him. In any local com- 
munity the Church consists of all such 
people, regardless of the Christian group 
with which they are affiliated. The Church, 
spiritually conceived, is a living organism 
which expresses itself through dedicated 
Christians in all groups of believers, under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 


ETERNAL LIFE: We believe that eternal life 
begins here in this world, when one comes 
into a transforming, saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. It means also life after death 
for all ages to come. Eternal life further 
means a certain kind of life, a quality of life 
which God imparts to those who become 
children of God. Those who have not re- 
ceived Christ as Savior and Lord are eter- 
nally separated from Christ; and thus are 
excluded from the everlasting bliss reserved 
for those who have accepted the love and 
forgiveness of God, revealed in Christ. 


DISCOVER FOR YOURSELF ... 


how David C. Cook litera- 
ture can meet the needs of 
your Sunday School. Mail 
coupon for FREE SAMPLE 
KIT ... containing lesson 
materials and take-home 
papers, 
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“My cop, my Gop, why hast 
Thou forsaken me.” 

Here is where we tread with unshod feet. Here is 
where we must beware of sacrilegious curiosity and 
unholy intrusion. We seem to hear our Lord say 
afresh, “Whither I go, thou canst not follow me now.” 

These words of Christ were spoken at the end of the 
three hours of darkness. About these hours nothing is 
said. Human lips, however profane, however pitiful, 
must have been sealed in the terror and intensity of 
that darkness. Perhaps the only sounds heard were the 
groanings and the gasps of the thieves, and the splash 
of the drops of blood as they fell and gathered at the 
foot of the crosses. Human eyes, however curious, how- 
ever callous, were not permitted to view the supreme 
agonies of the Son of God. 

All we can gather is from the cries that escaped the 
lips of the Son of God at the close of the darkness. 

From the sixth hour to the ninth hour even God 
was not to be found. That forsakenness was the end of 
the road in the Shepherd’s search for the sheep. If 
God’s “day” of grace is as a thousand years, there is an 
eternity of suffering in the compressed hours of the 
darkness of the cross. 

This is the middle cry of the cross, and the middle 
word of that cry is “Why?” 

1) We do not comprehend the “why” of our Savior’s 
cry because the measure of it is the measure of our 
guilt. We do not understand it because we do not 
understand sin: its character, its defilement, its enorm- 
ity, its culpability. 

2) We do not comprehend that “why” because we 


The author, of Eugene, Ore., has been associated with the 
Plymouth Brethren for a number of years as Bible teacher 
and pioneer preacher. 


do not understand holiness. The answer to it is given 
in the Twenty-Second Psalm, from which the cry was 
quoted: “But thou art holy.” 

David himself could never really know the profound 
depths of the words with which he began his com- 
plaint. Has any living man ever been forsaken of God? 
That is the full harvest of sin. If while the lamp of 
life holds on to burn and the greatest sinner may re- 
turn, then none can really be forsaken of God in this 
life. 

David said, “I have been young and now am old, yet 
have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed 
begging bread” (Ps. 37:25). 

But now, a thousand years later, the Righteous was 
forsaken, even by His God. To be forsaken was re- 
served for One only, the Mediator between God and 
men. 

Paul’s comfort was “Persecuted but not forsaken.” 
He wrote, “At my first answer, no man stood with me, 
but all forsook me” (II Tim. 4:16, 17). But the Lord 
had not forsaken him. 

However, on the Cross in the middle cry of anguish, 
we reach the depths of abandonment. And we cannot 
comprehend it, because we do not understand un- 
approachable holiness, outraged holiness, vindicated 
holiness. 

3) We do not comprehend that “why” because we 
do not really understand love and grace and salvation. 
It will take all the ages to come to show the exceeding 
riches of God’s grace in His kindness towards us 
through Christ Jesus. If we could grasp the depths of 
the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God; 
if we could search His judgments and find out His 
ways; if we could know the mind of the Lord and be 
His counselor, we might well begin to understand that 
“why.” 


ETERNITY 





As you read, you will 

worship and experience anew the meaning 
of Christ's suffering for you, 

in perhaps the most sacred of all 


hours in human history. 


By NEIL M. FRASER 


As in nature, the depths of certain waters are deter- 
mined by the height of the mountains that rise sheer 
above them, so we can never understand the depths 
because we cannot attain unto the heights. 


STONING THE REBELLIOUS SON 


In Deuteronomy 21:18-23 there is the solemn law of 
the rebellious son. When the point was reached that 
his father and his mother felt that they could no long- 
er go on with his drunkenness, stubbornness and rebel- 
lion, the son was to be brought to the elders of the city 
and stoned to death. If hung on a tree as a spectacle 
to all that passed by, his body was not to remain on 
the tree all night, but was to be buried that day. 

One of the remarkable things of the Old Testament 
revelation is that there is no illustration of that law 
ever being carried out. Every father spared his own 
son. 

Even Absalom, rebellious son of David, is not given 
up to stoning at the command of his father. “Deal 
gently for my sake with the young man, even with 
Absalom,” he pleads to the captains of his army who 
are setting out to meet the forces of the rebellious son. 
If he hangs on a tree later, it will not be his father’s 
hand that shall accomplish it. If he lies under a heap 
of stones, it will be because one of the captains, Joab, 
heeded not the commands of his master. 

Turning to the pages of the New Testament, we are 
asked to behold an obedient Son. “This is my beloved 
Son,” says the Father, “in whom I am well pleased.” 

But look again and you will see Him hanging on a 
tree. 

“He spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up 
for us all.” Every father in the Old Testament spared 
his son. The heart of the New Testament revelation is 


April 1958 


Faith turns a promise into a prophecy. 


that He who could have spared His Son, the only One - 
who ever perfectly and continuously obeyed Him, 
spared Him not. This is what brings us prostrate at 
the Cross. 

It was the ninth hour, the hour of the evening sacri- 
fice. The morning sacrifice was at the third hour, nine 
o’clock in the morning. The evening sacrifice was the 
ninth hour, three in the afternoon. 

How significant was that time throughout the Old 
Testament! 

Elijah was not forsaken when in splendid isolation 
he stood against the thousands of Israel and the 450 
prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel. 

In the early morning the crowds are converging on 
the high place to gain a vantage ground for the contest 
between the worshipers of Baal, the sun-god, and Je- 
hovah, the God of Israel. The marshalled feet of the 
prophets of Baal are heard, and presently the priests 
are seen in their glittering robes, with the sun-symbols 
flashing on their brows. The crowd is still as Elijah 
speaks, “How long halt ye between two opinions?” 

First the prophets of Baal had their turn. “O Baal, 
hear us, O Baal, hear us,” they chanted in monotonous 
monosyllables as they marched round and round their 
altar. But Baal did not hear and they grew frenzied 
and fierce and fearful, and leaped upon their altar. 
And the sun, their god, climbed higher in the heavens, 
until he ascended his throne at noon. Baal did not 
hear; the sun’s fierce rays on the upturned faces of the 
priests was the only burning they received. 

Baal had forsaken them and three more hours pass 
until the sun begins to decline in the west. Their 
chance was past; their altar was cold and smokeless; 
the bullock was unconsumed. 

And now that lone man comes forward. It is the 
time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, the ninth 
hour. The man of God gathered twelve stones, made a 
trench around the altar which he filled with water, cut 
the bullock in pieces and laid them upon the wood he 
had placed carefully on the altar. Then he called upon 
Jehovah. 

At the ninth hour God heard, and the fire of God 
fell and consumed the sacrifice and the wood and the 
stones and the dust, and licked up the water in the 
trench. 

Elijah was heard at the ninth hour. Heaven had an- 
swered him then. But here is heaven’s Man of God 
and at the ninth hour Jesus cried, “My God, my God, 
why hast Thou forsaken Me?” 

But look again, more closely still, and you will see, 
not the fire consuming the sacrifice, but a sacrifice con- 
suming the fire of judgment. 

(Continued on page 44) 














Finding Fellowship with Pentecostals 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


Pentecostal leaders express 95 


per cent agreement with the editors. 


SEVERAL YEARS ago we an- 
nounced that we desired fellowship with any members 
of the body of Christ who desired fellowship with us. 
If there is separation, we want our spirit to give evi- 
dence that the onus is not on us. If God has saved a 
man, we shall call him brother. 

Since making that announcement, we have talked 
and prayed with men of the divergent backgrounds. 
Our fellowship is with all who are our brothers in 
Christ, no matter how much they may differ from us 
in secondary matters. 

Earlier in life, we had the notion that a true believer 
must leave whatever group he was in and conform to 
our group. We found born-again believers in many 
unexpected places. Finally we realized that when one 
becomes a true believer he is to be conformed to the 
image of Christ, not to ours, and to witness where God 
has seen fit to place him. This is the nature of the 
true body of Christ. In no small sense, we are the 
Word made flesh, dwelling where our life is placed. 
Even though not of the world, we should have both 
feet squarely in the world. God has His witnesses in 
every phase of the world’s life. This includes believers 


in every social stratum and in hundreds of differing 
religious groups. 

About a year ago we became acquainted with the 
leaders of the major denomination of the Pentecostals. 
I went to Springfield, Mo., headquarters of the Assem- 
blies of God, accompanied by Russell T. Hitt and 
Walter Martin of the Evangelical Foundation and 
George Cannon of the Christian and Missionary Alli- 
ance. 

About twelve of the top leaders of the Assemblies of 
God met with us in one of their beautiful air-condi- 
tioned glass and steel buildings. This denomination 
has some 8,000 churches in the United States and some 
770 missionaries in various parts of the world. Serving 
these churches are about 9,000 ordained ministers. 
When I inquired about this imbalance of ministers, 
I was told that about 1,000 wives of ministers are also 
ordained and counted as ministers. Of course, I am as 
much opposed to women ministers among Pentecostals 
as in my own denomination. But if that is their way, 
they are not answerable to me or to any other Chris- 
tian; they are answerable only to the Lord. I commit 
them to Him and still love those whom He has loved 
and saved. 

Our conference began with prayer, and long before 
the last man had prayed I was convinced that these 
were Christian brethren. No matter what differences 
might develop in our conversations, I was sure that 
these men were fully committed to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and that they honored, worshipped and owned 
Him as Lord of all. 

During our entire first day, we discussed things up- 
on which we agreed. As the hours passed all of us felt 
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(Left) Assembly of God leaders inspect church plan to be offered 
to beginning congregations, a part of an aggressive branch 
church program; (center) missionary exhibits like this spur 
churches to greater foreign support; (right) eleven of twelve 
presbyters who serve on ruling body of Assemblies of God. 


that marvelous unity that comes only from the Holy 
Spirit. We agreed that the Lord Jesus Christ is God, 
the eternal Word, second person of the Godhead; that 
He came into the world without a human Father by 
the divine intervention of the Holy Spirit; that He 
went to the cross to die as our Savior, and by the pour- 
ing out of His life we were redeemed from sin. We 


agreed that He arose from the dead on the third day ‘ 
in the same body in which He had lived; that He as- | 
cended into Heaven and is there at the right hand of 
God, interceding for us. We agreed that His promised 
return is sure, and that He may come at any moment. 

As time passed all of us felt increasingly the oneness 
that is ours in Christ. With regard to the Bible, we 
agreed that it was fully inspired by God and is the 
only infallible rule of faith and practice. So completely 
did we agree that one Pentecostal leader said, “We are 
ninety per cent in accord.” 

The next day we began to discuss the things on 
which we differ, beginning with the subject of divine 
healing. I stated our belief that God can and some- 
times does answer prayer for the sick and that He 
sometimes does heal; but often the ill person remains — 
ill and dies. We should pray about our sicknesses be- 
cause we are told to pray about everything, but there 
is no guarantee in Scripture that a sick Christian will 
be cured. 

As for the doctrine that “healing is in the atone- 
ment,” we believe that every blessing is in the atone- 
ment. The second coming of Christ is in the atone- 
ment but He has not come yet. The restoration of the 
Jews to Israel is in the atonement but they are not yet 
restored. The redemption of our bodies is in the 





THEIR BELIEFS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


not approve. This has accredited them 
with non-Pentecostal denominations 
and discredited them with some of their 
less discerning brethren. 





ONE OF THE youngest and _ fastest- 
growing denominations, the Assemblies 
of God, was founded in Hot Springs, 
Ark., in 1914. It is one of a score of 
groups that sprang up from the Pente- 
costal or “full gospel” movement, which 
began around the turn of the century. 

Deploring ecclesiastical formalism, the 
followers of this movement sought re- 
vival and the outpouring of the Spirit. 
This outpouring they termed the “bap- 
tism in the Spirit,” evidenced by speak- 
ing in tongues, reminiscent of Acts 2:4. 
Their speaking in tongues may seem like 
gibberish to some outsiders—but ecstatic 
utterance to the convinced Pentecostal. 

Following the “baptism” are said to 
come such “signs and wonders” as were 
present in the early church. This, of 
course, often includes the much publi- 
cized healing meetings. 

Because the Pentecostal movement 
has drawn from widely varying churches, 
its constituent denominations differ con- 
siderably in doctrine from extreme Ar- 
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minianism to a moderate Calvinism. 
Consequently, it is as impossible to sum- 
marize Pentecostalism as it is to appraise 
modern-day Baptists in one paragraph. 

The zeal of Pentecostals has often 
alienated them from other Protestants, 
and their frequent confusing of emo- 
tionalism with spirituality has also 
brought abuse upon themselves. Often, 
too, the “practice” of some of them has 
not lived up to their doctrine. 

Education is given a secondary place. 
While specializing in Bible schools, even 
the Assemblies of God had no college or 
seminary until three years ago when 
Evangel College was founded. Certainly, 
Pentecostalism, based on individual ex- 
perience, has not produced the Bible 
scholars of other “theologically-conserva- 
tive” movements. 

The Assemblies, by far the largest 
and probably the most respected of the 
Pentecostal groups, have sometimes dis- 
avowed certain free-wheelirg “healers” 
whose tactics and/or ethics they could 


Faith claims what God promises. 


Since 1916 when the Assemblies of 
God listed 118 churches, the denomina- 
tion has grown to 2,000 in 1930, 4,000 
in 1940 and 8,000 today. But the church 
figures tell only a fragment of the story. 
While church membership stands at 
480,000, their Sunday School program 
(perhaps the most aggressive of any 
church group) is nearly double that. 

Moreover, the denomination ranks 
first among denominations in the num- 
ber of foreign Bible schools and fifth in 
foreign missionaries. Although their 
churches average less than 60 members 
apiece, they continue to foster branch 
churches. For several years, they have 
added an average of at least one church 
per day. 

In some ways, Pentecostalism—and es- 
pecially the Assemblies—has moderated 
its extremes in the past fifty years. But 
in its ardent passion for Holy Spirit re- 
vival, it has been as changeless as its 
rallying cry, “Jesus Christ, the same yes- 
terday, today, and forever.” 








atonement but we still await that redemption. The 
Lord can heal if He so wishes, but it is not always His 
will to heal. God can heal, but we do not believe in 
“divine healers.” 

There was considerable discussion on these points. 
I am not attempting to express the Pentecostal posi- 
tion, for I am not sure that they are in greater unani- 
mity than are the rest of evangelicals. Nevertheless, as 
one of the Pentecostal brothers said, “We are in agree- 
ment in 95 per cent of our positions.” 

But that five per cent covers an area of frank dis- 
agreement. I hope that I state their position correctly, 
but if I err, I am sure they will forgive me because I 
am anxious to present their views fairly and sympa- 
thetical’y. As I understood from our conference, they 
hold the following doctrine concerning the Holy 
Spirit. The Holy Spirit is a Person, the divine, third 
member of the Godhead; He is the active agent of 
God, pointing to Christ, and bringing to pass the work 
of regeneration. But Pentecostals hold that about the 
year 1905 God began a special work looking toward 
the end of the age. Certain passages in the Old Testa- 
ment speak of the rainfall in Palestine in two seasons 
—the early and the latter rain (e.g. Joel 2:23; Hos. 
6:3). Early Pentecostal leaders held that certain spe- 
cial blessings which they received were the sign that 
they were entering the period of the latter rain. The 
early rain was Pentecost, 1900 years ago; the latter rain 


was now beginning to fall. 
¥ 


THE LATTER RAIN 


This latter rain they hold to be a special work of 
the Holy Spirit. They believe (but we do not) that, 
in addition to the work of the Lord in regeneration, 
there is “the baptism of the Holy Spirit.” They believe 
that at a certain stage of his spiritual development the 
Holy Spirit comes upon a believer and “baptizes” him, 
and that he then speaks in tongues. 

There was no need for prolonged discussion of this 
subject, since our position and theirs are mutually ex- 
clusive in a small area. I believe the Scriptures teach 
that upon the entrance of new life every true believer 
is born of the Spirit into the family of God, baptized 
by the Spirit into the body of Christ, indwelt by the 
Spirit and sealed with the Spirit, and that all this hap- 
pens at one and the same moment. I use the term 
“baptism of the Holy Spirit” only in the sense of I 
Corinthians 12:13, and believe that no man is born 
again without simultaneously being baptized by the 
Holy Spirit into the body of Christ. Any later experi- 
ence is the “filling” or “fulness” of the Holy Spirit. 
Such filling may take place many times. 

So strong was our agreement on essential truths, 
however, that before this article appears in print I 


10 Do not pray for more faith if you really mean more sight. 


shall have held a week of meetings in the Central 
Church of the denomination in Springfield, Missouri. 
It is good for the whole body of Christ to notice that 
a Presbyterian minister who adheres to the Westmin- 
ster Confession is an acceptable guest in a Pentecostal 
Assembly. I go with the desire to learn everything of 
the graces of God that He can show me. I do not be- 
lieve that my views will be changed about the Person 
and work of the Holy Spirit. I shall confine the sub- 
jects of my messages to those doctrines on which we 
are in full accord. 


ADVANCING PENTECOSTALS 


In the summer of 1956 one of the leading men of 
the National Council of Churches wrote an article in 
the Christian Century describing his visit to the Carib- 
bean. He found that Pentecostal missionaries in Cuba 
and elsewhere had led more people to Christ in fifteen 
years than the old-line denominations had done in 
sixty years. He concluded by saying that the leaders of 
the ecumenical movement should get acquainted with 
Pentecostals. 

In Chile, for example, the Pentecostals have ad- 
vanced at such a rate that my own denomination has 
turned over the mission field to them. Where the Pres- 
byterians made five or ten thousand “converts” from 
Rome in the course of half a century, the Pentecostals 
have a church with more than 50,000 members in little 
more than a dozen years. 

During our conversations, we mentioned the fact 
that Billy Graham had never passed through the “ex- 
perience” which the Pentecostals believe necessary to 
greater usefulness. They admitted that he was might- 
ily used by God even if he had not had the “baptism.” 
One brother wondered whether Billy had had the ex- 
perience without knowing it!! I telephoned Billy and 
asked him. His reply was that he had never spoken in 
tongues though he had on several occasions had some 
very precious experiences in the presence of the Lord. 

What is the value of this exchange of ideas and ex- 
perience of fellowship between the editors of Eternity 
and the leaders of the Assemblies of God? Each group 
has acquired confidence in the other as men of hon- 
esty and integrity. Each feels that the other will not 
make light of our differences which separate us, but 
will both seek to emphasize the wonderful truths 
which we hold in common. And even though we dis- 
agree we accept the fact that God can work wonder- 
fully with believers who hold opposite opinions. 

We have demonstrated to the whole body of Christ 
an example that it is possible for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity and to love each other because we are 
all loved by Christ. “By this shall men know that ye 
are my disciples,” our Lord has said. 
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In the space age, when man’s own destruction dangles 


precariously over his head, it is well to consider 


That Which Endures 


Our YEARS come and go. Change 
and decay are about us on all sides. There is nothing 
enduring in this world of sin and sorrow. The earth 
and its surrounding heavens, as they are now, will some 
day pass to give way to a new heaven and a new earth. 
“Nevertheless, we, according to His promise, look for 
new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth right- 
eousness” (II Peter 3:13) . Thank God there are things 
which endure, and these enduring things belong to 
God’s people. 

First, the Lord endureth forever. “But the Lord shall 
endure forever” (Ps. 9:7). “But Thou, O Lord, shalt 
endure forever; and Thy remembrance unto all gener- 
ations. Of old hast Thou laid the foundations of the 
earth; and the heavens are the work of Thy hands. 
They shall perish, but Thou shalt endure: yea all of 
them wax old as a garment, as a vesture shalt Thou 
change them, and they shall be changed: but Thou are 
the same, and Thy years shall have no end” (Ps. 102:12, 
25, 27). He is the Lord that changeth not. He is the 
same yesterday, today, and forever. He is our Lord, and 
as we belong to Him and He belongs to us and we 
have His life, we endure with Him. 

Second, His Glory endureth. “The Glory of the Lord 
shall endure forever.” He is the Lord of Glory and the 
Glory of our Lord is our Glory. Some blessed day all 
the earth will be filled with His Glory, and the Glory 
of the Lord will cover the earth as the waters cover 
the deep. And better still, He shall come to be glorified, 
in His saints and to be admired in all them that be- 
lieved in that day (II Thess. 1:10). Then shall we 
share that enduring Glory. He will be our Glory, and 
the glorified church will be His Glory. 

Third, His Name endureth. “His Name shall en- 
dure forever” (Ps. 72:17). That Name which is above 
every other name, that Name which is “as ointment 


This article is reprinted from the January 1924 issue of “Our 
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poured forth,” the Name we love and adore, is an en- 
during Name. His promise to His own is, “I will write 
upon him My new Name” (Rev. 3:12); “And His 
Name shall be on their foreheads” (Rev. 22:4). 

Fourth, His Righteousness endureth forever. “And 
His righteousness endureth forever (Ps. 112:3). His 
Name is “Jehovah Zdikenu,” the Lord our Righteous- 
ness. His own blessed and precious work on the Cross 
has put the righteousness of God on our side, who 
raised Him from among the dead on account of our 
justification. Our sins can never come up again in all 
eternity. As long as His righteousness endures, we en- 
dure with Him. 

Fifth, His Mercy endureth forever (Ps. 136) . He has 
loved us with an everlasting love, a love which can 
never change. He loved us when we were helpless, un- 
done, lost sinners. He came to die for us. He sought 
and saved us. And therefore on account of the great 
love wherewith He loveth us, He is rich in mercy. 
Mercy and peace He will ever multiply unto us. He 
will never fail to sustain. Even in the darkest night we 
can sing, “His mercy endureth forever.” It has been all 
mercy in the past; it is mercy today, and it will be 
mercy forever and ever. 

Sixth, His Word endureth forever. “But the Word of 
the Lord endureth forever” (I Peter 1:25). “Forever, 
O Lord, Thy Word is settled in heaven.” Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but never His words. It is an en- 
during and abiding Word. In this Word we trust, and, 
because it endureth forever, we shall never be ashamed. 
We stand upon an everlasting foundation. We trust in 
the never-failing promises of a never-failing Lord. 

Seventh, His seed endureth forever. “His seed shall 
endure forever” (Ps. 89:36). Of Him as the sin-bearer, 
it is written “He shall see His seed . . . He shall see 
of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied” (Isa. 
53:10, 11). We are His seed, His offspring. Well may 
we praise Him for these enduring things. In them is 
our comfort and our strength. 
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Tue ENTRY of the Lord Jesus into 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday is one of the most enigmatic 
portions of Scripture. 

It certainly was no real triumph. The Teacher from 
Nazareth rode into the capital city on a donkey; not 
as a conquering hero on some prancing steed. His fol- 
lowers were ex-fishermen, tax gatherers, just a few 
provincial Galileans. 

The multitude that spread their garments and 
palm branches on the way hailed the Nazarene in 
Messianic terms: “Blessed is the King that cometh in 
the name of the Lord” (Luke 19:38). Within a few 
days, however, many of that fickle crowd were calling 
for his blood: “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 

The Entry was more tragedy than triumph; for 
when the Savior came within sight of the city He wept 
over it (Luke 19:41) . Small triumph indeed for some- 
one in tears riding on the humblest of beasts of bur- 
den! 

The Entry is particularly puzzling because it appears 
to be so completely out of accord with our Lord’s 
conduct up to this point, and because it does not seem 
to conform to the prophetic Scriptures. Three pro- 
found problems face the careful student of this story: 
1) the attitude of the Lord Jesus toward publicity; 2) 
the fulfillment of His prophetic ministry; and, 3) the 
relationship, if any, of the entry to the whole Passover 
account. 


The author is president of Wheaton (Ill.) College and the author 
of several popular devotional books. 





What 


The Lord Jesus was dead set against publicity or 
self-promotion of any kind. He taught explicitly that 
one should be humble and unassuming so as not to 
draw attention to Himself; as, for example, in His 
warning against externalism in stewardship and prayer 
(Matt. 6:1-6) . 

To the leper healed in Galilee he said, “See thou say 
nothing to any man...” (Mark 1:44). To the two 
blind men whose sight He had restored He declared 
earnestly, “See that no man know it” (Matt. 9:30). In 
like manner He did not even make Himself known to 
the man born blind whom He sent to the pooh of 
Siloam (John 9:12). 

The attitude of the Lord Jesus toward publicity is 
summarized in Matthew 12:15-19: “But when Jesus 
knew it, he withdrew himself from thence: and great 
multitudes followed him, and he healed them all; and 
charged them that they should not make him known: 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esias the 
prophet, saying, Behold my servant, whom I have 
chosen; my beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased: 
I will put my spirit upon him, and he shall shew 
judgment to the Gentiles. He shall not strive, nor cry; 
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Means the Triumphal Entry? 


It was no real triumph; how 
does it fit into the divine purpose? 


What does it really mean? 


neither shall any man hear his voice in the streets.” 

However, when in the approach to Jerusalem He was 
urged by the Pharisees: “Master, rebuke thy disciples;” 
He replied, “I tell you that, if these shall hold their 
peace, the stones will cry out” (Luke 19:40). 


HE SHUNNED PUBLICITY 


All His lifetime He had shunned publicity; and now 
He was demanding it! 

In fulfilment of the Scriptures the Lord Jesus came 
as “that prophet” foretold by Moses and others in the 
Old Testament. The Lawgiver had foretold clearly: 
“The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet 
from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; 
unto him ye shall hearken.” Our Lord spoke of Him- 
self as a prophet, “not without honor, but in his own 


country .. .” (Mark 6:4). “It cannot be,” He stated, 
“that a prophet perish out of Jerusalem” (Luke 13: 
33) . 


We know that in the long perspective of the Scrip- 
ture the Lord Jesus has a three-fold office: prophet, 
priest, and king. We know that He was raised from 
the dead and ascended into heaven, there to be our 
great high priest, after the order of Melchisedec and 
not after that of Aaron (Ps. 110:4; Heb. 2:17; 4:14; 
5:16; 7:26; 8:1.) 

We know likewise that when He returns in person 
He will be king over all the earth, and set up His 
millennial kingdom here. The answer to the inquiry 
about “restoring again the kingdom to Israel” made 
by the disciples was given by the angels: “This same 
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Whosoever means you. 


Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall: 
so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven” (Acts 1:6,11). 

Then “the Lord God shall give unto him the throne 
of his father David” (Luke 1:32,33). He is the Stone 
whose kingdom will fill the earth (Dan. 2:34-35, 44-45) . 
Of Him prophesied Zechariah: “Then shall the Lord 
go forth, and fight against those nations . . . and his 
feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives. 
. .. and the Lord shall be king over all the earth: in 
that day shall there be one Lord, and his name one.” 
(14:3,4,9) . 

The Lord Jesus came as prophet; He is now our 
great High Priest; and He will come to be our King. 
Such is the plain prophecy and statement of Scripture. 
Therefore the problem poses itself to us: If He came as 
prophet, why was He acclaimed at the Entry as king? 

The multitude shouted loudly: “Blessed is the king- 
dom that cometh, the kingdom of our father David: 
Hosanna in the highest” (Mark 11:10). “Blessed is 
the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace 
in heaven, and glory in the highest” (Luke 19:38). 
Was such acclamation caused solely by the excitement 
of an eastern crowd? Did they not remember that on 
an earlier occasion, when He had fed the 5,000, that 
many wanted to make Him a king? ‘“‘When Jesus there- 
fore perceived that they would come and take him by 
force, to make him a king, he departed again into a 
mountain himself alone.” (John 6:15) 

When questioned more closely in the city by those 
who inquired, “Who is this?”, the multitude said, 
“This is the prophet, Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee” 
(Matt. 21:10-11). They knew He was a prophet, just 
as the people of Galilee when fed by loaves and fishes 
had said: “This is of a truth that prophet that should 
come into the world” (John 6:14) ; nevertheless, they 
acclaimed Him their king. Were they confused, ex- 
cited, perhaps hysterical? Or was there a deeper con- 
tent to their acclamation, perhaps unknown to them? 
The third major perplexity regarding the Entry is 
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related to the Passover itself. This is the greatest prob- 
lem of all. Is the entry merely an incident in the Pas- 
sion of the Saviour, and therefore merely incidental; 
or is it an integral and important part of the story? If 
incidental merely, why should it be written large in 
all four Gospels? 

The Passover was the greatest of the Jewish feasts. 
Like all other feasts, offerings, and the like, given to 
us in the Law of Moses, it was typical of the death of 
the Lord Jesus. The Passover lamb is without doubt 
the clearest and most solemn type of the Lord Jesus, 
the Lamb of God who came to take away the sin of 
the world. 

Declared the Apostle Paul by inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit: “Christ our passover is sacrificed for us” 
(I Cor. 5:7). The Old Testament references to the 
Passover lamb begin in Exodus 12. Not lightly did 
John the Baptist speak of the Lord Jesus as “the Lamb 
of God.” The Savior came to give His life a ransom 
for many. 

What part, if any, do the references to the Passover 
lamb relate to the entry into Jerusalem? 

It is just at this point that the perplexities begin 
to dissolve. The first reference to the Passover lamb is 
Exodus 12:3: “Speak ye unto all the congregation of 
Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall 
take to them every man a lamb, according to the house 
of their fathers, a lamb for an house.” Furthermore it 
was provided in verse 6: “And ye shall keep it up until 
the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole 
assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in 
the evening.” 


CHOSEN THE TENTH DAY 


The Passover lamb was chosen on the tenth day, to 
be sacrificed on the fourteenth day. 

A careful calculation of the last week of our Lord’s 
ministry will show that He entered the city on the 
tenth day of the month, and with His disciples He par- 
took of the Passover supper on the beginning of the 


fifteenth day. The Passover lamb was slain on the | 


afternoon of the fourteenth; and the supper was after 
six o’clock in the evening, which marked the begin- 
ning of the fifteenth day. The following afternoon the 
Lord Jesus died on the cross. 

What is the relationship between the Entry and the 
choosing of the lamb on the tenth day? 

A careful study of the Scriptures show that the Lord 
Jesus was crucified on the charge of sedition. That was 
not the original accusation of the high priest and the 
Sanhedrin. From Gethsemane he was brought first to 
Annas (John 18:23); and then to Caiaphas, the high 
priest (John 18:24). That trial was held at night, 
which procedure was wholly illegal by Jewish law. 


14 It is ours to obey His commands, not to direct His counsels. 


At that first trial the high priest, wearing the mitre 
with the inscription: “Holiness Unto the Lord” chal- 
lenged the Prisoner to testify against Himself: “Tell 
us whether thou be the Christ, the son of God” (Matt. 
26:63) . When the Lord Jesus affirmed that He was the 
Messiah, “the high priest rent his garments, saying, He 
hath spoken blasphemy: what further need have we of 
witnesses? Behold, now ye have heard the blasphemy: 
what think ye?” They answered and said, “He is 
worthy of death” (Matt. 26:65-66) . 

To make that decision of blasphemy legal another 
trial was held at daybreak, with the same result (Matt. 
27:1; Luke 22:66-71). By Jewish law, blasphemy was 
cause that the accused be stoned to death. 

However, the elders of the Jews preferred to have 
Jesus condemned by the Roman government. There- 
fore they took Him to Pilate. Blasphemy, however, 
was no capital offense in Roman law; therefore the 
Sanhedrin changed the charge, saying: “We found 
this man perverting the nation, and forbidding to give 
tribute to Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ 
a King” (Luke 23:2). 


TRIED BY ROME 


In both trials before Pilate, interspersed by the ap- 
pearance before Herod, the question always related to 
the allegation that Christ was a king. Pilate asked Him 
pointedly that question (Luke 23:3; John 18:33-34, 
37) . 

Pilate preferred to release Jesus, and sought in every 
way so to do. He inquired: “Will ye therefore that | 
release unto you the King of the Jews?” (John 18:39) ; 
but the response was: “Not this man, but Barabbas.” 
(John 18:39-40) . 

“What then shall I do unto him whom ye call the 
King of the Jews?” questioned Pilate. “And they cried 
out again, Crucify him.” (Mark 15:12-13). 

After the sentence of crucifixion was given by Pilate, 
the Roman soldiers vented their contempt and brutal- 
ity toward a Jew condemned for treason by clothing 
Him in purple and crowning Him with thorns. There- 
upon “they began to salute Him, Hail, King of the 
Jews! And they smote His head with a reed, and did 
spit upon Him, and bowing their knees worshipped 
Him.” (Mark 15:17-19) 

It was required by Roman regulation that a prisoner 
condemned to be crucified must have a title or accusa- 
tion over his head, to state the cause for his death. The 
“superscription” was written by Pilate; and in three 
languages, Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, it told every 
passerby: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF 
THE JEWS. 


(Continued on page 45) 
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“Just last week,” said the undertaker, 
“1 was thinking about that.” 


I WASN'T an easy funeral. But if 
it hadn’t been for those last two weeks in the hospital 
it would have been enormously difficult. 

Over seventy years without Christ. Then the sud- 
den, alarming symptoms which required an immed- 
iate operation. Quite a jolt for a man who had never 
been in a hospital before, but had worked at the 
plant up to the very day he was admitted. 

Time was short, and his son—a Christian—knew it. 

“‘T am the Door, by me if any man enter in he 
shall be saved.’ That’s the Lord Jesus’ promise, Dad.” 

“Son, I’m coming in.” And he came. 

During those next two weeks they often heard him 
repeat the words “Everlasting life . . . everlasting life.” 
And once he quietly said, “I’m not afraid.” 

Then the funeral. His friends, many of whom had 
known him and worked with him for years, were 
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there. They knew he had never pretended to be in- 
terested in church or religion. 

“The Lord Jesus once told a story about an em- 
ployer who went out to the local labor market early 
one morning and hired some workers. They worked 
all through the day. Around noon the man went back 
and hired some others who worked half the day. But 
just about a half-hour before the shift ended, the em- 
ployer called a few more workers. They only worked 
a few minutes before it was quitting time and time to 
get paid. 

“According to Jesus’ story all got the same wages 
regardless of when they began to work. Each one had 
accepted the invitation to come, and each one re- 
ceived the promised reward. 

“Our friend was one of those who came during the 

(Continued on page 43) 
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PROBLEM FOR MISSIONS 
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LIVING 


IN A 


ite: 


TENSION 
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Especially in countries where the Christian population is 
negligible, Christians must work together. And this raises 


a perennial mission problem. With whom do we cooperate? 


By EVERETT L. CATTELL 


W Hen AN extreme separatist was 
visiting India, some well-meaning evangelist conceded 
that he didn’t like being in the National Council of 
Churches, but stayed in it because he thought it would 
help him remain in India. Immediately, the separatist 
attacked this as following the path of expediency. 

Certainly, expediency is no reason for joining any 
group. And few evangelicals would accede to the 
charge of following expediency as their guide to co- 
operation. 

We will let no one exceed our devotion and loyalty 
to the Word of God. If I belong to the World Council 
of Churches or the National Association of Evangel- 
icals or a particular denomination, I do it precisely 
because I believe it to be scriptural. 

Our alliances or degrees of cooperation must not 
be determined by expediency but by scriptural prin- 
ciples. 


The author is the general superintendent of the Ohio Yearly 
Meeting of the Friends Church. The article has been adapted 
from a message at the Executives Retreat of the Evangelical 
Foreign Missions Association, 
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Why then is there difference of opinion among evan- 
gelicals? 

The reason is because the Scripture does not give 
us an either/or proposition. On the one hand, the 
Bible warns us to separate from sin and unbelief. It 
is at our peril that we neglect this. 

But there are, on the other hand, injunctions to 
maintain fellowship with our brethren in Christ. And 
we cannot neglect these and be Christian. 

Between these two poles, we are caught in a tension. 
This is admittedly difficult. But while living in a ten- 
sion is more difficult than legalism, it is also more 
Christian. 

Not all evangelicals have grasped the fact that an 
honest survey of the New Testament shows the em- 
phasis on love and fellowship among brethren to be 
heavier than that upon separation. 

The demonstration of Christian love is the mark 
of discipleship, and a proof to the world of the truth 
of Christ (John 13:34,35). There is no promise that 
our separations will do this. Wherever separation 
does become necessary there must be no gloating but 
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rather tears and it all must take place in real love 
which always has a hand stretched out for reconcilia- 
tion. Anything less than this violates Scripture. 

Our problem then is one of definition. What is the 
unbelief from which we must separate and who is the 
brother with whom we dare not break fellowship? 

The oft-quoted text of the separatist is “Come out 
from among them and be ye separate” (II Cor. 6:17). 
But this text does not bear the kind of exegesis he 
often gives it. Its basic meaning applies to non-Chris- 
tians who do not accept Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior. To equate modern denominations with Hind- 
uism, for instance, is obviously far-fetched. 

Conceivably, some church might so far depart from 
the faith as to change its creed into a positive anti- 
Christian faith. In such a case, our duty would be 
more than clear. But the case of a church whose creed 
remains intact but which through carelessness had per- 
mitted in its membership and leadership varying de- 
grees of doctrinal deviation is another question and 
becomes much more difficult. 

No rule applies in every case. Each individual must 
seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit as to when a par- 
ticular situation becomes intolerable and calls for 
separation or when the interests of our Lord are bet- 
ter maintained by a testimony within the church. This 
guidance, of course, must be in the framework of scrip- 
tural principles. 


WHO IS MY BROTHER? 


There is also difficulty in defining a Christian broth- 
er. You may ask, “Can a liberal be a Christian?” If the 
answer is no, then the problem of fellowship or separa- 
tion is easily solved. But there are relatively few 
thoughtful conservatives who rule out liberals com- 
pletely. 

Those of us who have had intimate contact with 
them have sometimes been amazed at the depth of 
devotion to our Lord and dependence upon Him as 
Savior, even among those whose theology seems very 
inadequate. 

Personally, I have been driven to the conclusion that 
to be a real Christian, I must keep out a hand some- 
how for some measure of fellowship with those whom 
my Lord owns. But having said that, I immediately rea- 
lize that the degree of fellowship is largely determined 
by the degree of acceptance of the Gospel. 

For practical purposes I make a distinction between 
two clearly marked levels of fellowship. One is that 
of consultation. The other is action. 

The area of consultation must be kept quite broad. 
But the area of action is much more circumscribed. 
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Wherever this distinction is not kept clear, one of’ 
two things happens. Either the area of action is. re- 
duced to that least common denominator of agree- 
ment, which results largely in inaction, or the differ- 
ent programs of action inherent in conflicting theo- 
logies merely succeed in canceling each other out. 

Ideally, the area of consultation must be kept open 
so that, without compromise of essentials, we still hold 
out some gesture of fellowship to those who may be- 
long to Christ but with whom we have serious differ- 
ences. Both parties must recognize that it is best to 
go our separate ways in action so that each may have 
freedom to be at his best and God may judge the re- 
sults. 

Here again the only solution is for the individual 
to seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit, in specific sit- 
uations. 


CAUGHT IN A TENSION 


In seeking the guidance of the Spirit, the believer 
must recognize that he is caught in a tension between 
two scriptural obligations. 

One is the obligation to throw in his influence in 
Christian bodies to prevent their drifting toward un- 
belief and sin or to recover them when this has hap- 
pened. 

The other is the obligation in some situations to 
make a more effective witness by separation from that 
which we have failed to save or which has so far 
repudiated our effort as to neutralize it or to disown 
us. 

Hence, the answer suitable in one circumstance may 
not be the best for another. This does not necessarily 
imply vacillation. 

Instead, it means spiritual sensitivity to those times 
when, without compromise, a Christian contribution 
can be made and an equal sensitivity to those times 
when evil gets the upper hand and the best contribu- 
tion is to withdraw. 

In India the character of the National Council of 
Churches was such that many evangelicals felt led to 
make their contribution within its structure. But these 
evangelicals, upon returning to the States, may take a 
different attitude toward the National Council here. 
The situation may be very different. In each situation, 
the individual must open his heart to God afresh. 

Evangelicals are often criticized for our lack of 
church sense. The fact that the critics are usually ecu- 
menicists who may champion views of the church 
which are far removed from the New Testament and 
may condone evils in their churches which trouble us 


(Continued on page 41) 
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THEY'RE LOOKING FOR 


Christian Social Workers 


By GORDON S. JAECK 


“Are people your dish? Get a lift out of helping 
others? Eager to know what makes people tick? 
Then ... how about considering social work as 
a career? For social work is a good, useful, warm- 
hearted, interesting, infinitely varied profession— 
made to order for a person like you. See if you 
don’t think so.” 


Wirr THESE inviting questions 
the newest brochure by the National Association of 
Social Workers seeks to attract young people into the 
now come-of-age profession of social work. 

What about social work for the Christian young 
person? Is this a field of Christian service? Are there 
any Christian social agencies or Christian social work- 
ers? 

Social work is much misunderstood and often neg- 
lected by the Christian public. To see the place that 
a Christian can have in social work, let us visit the 


places where social workers serve. 
* * * 








The psychiatric social worker turns the key and the 
door opens into a large ward. “All veterans of the last 
three wars and still coming,” he tells us. “Most of them 
are hopelessly disturbed, emotions shot, personalities 


The author is chairman of the department of sociology and 
anthropology of Wheaton (IIll.) College. 





twisted.” Dull, blank faces . . . eyes that are open but 
see only into the dim, dark recesses of the past... 
ears that are attentive only to the routine sounds of 
the hospital bells or the familiar rattle of the metal 
dinner trays. 

“One of the largest neuro-psychiatric Veterans’ Ad- 
ministration hospitals in the world,” our social worker 
guide continues as we leave the ward. “Psychotherapy, 
occupational therapy, shock, drugs, even the occasional 
lobotomy; we use every known treatment technique 
available. But most important of all“is the genuine 
love and kindness shown by our staff. Oh, speaking of 
staff, are any of you planning on going into social 
work?” 

By this time we are ready to enter the acutely de 
turbed ward and all we have time to do is to remember 
his question and the hopeless, helpless faces we left be- 
hind in the last ward. / 

“They that are whole need not a physician but 

they that are sick . . . for the Son of Man is 

come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 
* * * 

Come down a stone walk which is known as the 
“flag” of the cell house. The rows of barred cells seem 
endless and in each is a young man in his late teens 
or early twenties. A little card is outside each closed 
cell door and inscribed on it is a name and number. 

We pause long enough to hear how one fellow feels 
about being in prison at eight o’clock on a spring eve- 
ning: “Fear, loneliness, hatred . . . they come un- 
announced, unpredicted, unwanted. Feeding on the 
emotions that have nowhere else to go . . . fading, re- 
ceding, like a tide far out away from shore, yet there 
just the same, ever as real . . . as destroying.” 

Row upon row upon row and three more galleries 
up above—five hundred men in this cell house and this 
is but one of several. What a desolate and hopeless 
milieu in which the parole agent must work. But then, 
he’s a trained social worker, applying his skills and 
techniques in the interests of rehabilitation. 

“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me be- 
cause He has sent me to bind up the broken- 
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
the opening of the prison to those who are 
bound.” 

* * 7 

Here we are out in the lovely countryside, driving 
up a narrow shaded lane to a dignified English manor 
with adjoining stables and terraced acres. This con- 
verted estate provides a home for neglected, deserted 
and abandoned children all under the age of 12. 

As we approach, the faces of several youngsters are 


Photo at left shows pre-social work student amid dependent 
and neglected children who have been committed to a Christian 
children’s home in Woodstock, Ill, by the juvenile courts of 
the state. 
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For further study 


on this subject | 
’ READ: : , ’ 
Social Work Year Book 1957, National Association of 
Social Workers, editor Russell H. Kurtz : 
Social Work, quarterly professional journal, National 
Association of Social Workers 
Introduction to Social Welfare, by Walser A. Fried. ° 
lander, Prentice-Hall, Inc. 
- Social Work, An Analysis of a Social Institution, by 
Helen Leland Witmer, Farrar and Rinehart, Inc. . 
Grass Roots Private Welfare, Alfred de Grazia, editor, 
New York University Press 


WRITE FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

National Association of. Social Workers, 1 Park Ave., 
New York 16, N. Y. 

National Association of Christians in Social Work, 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, IIl. 
ATTEND: 


Ninth Annual Christian Social Work Conference, March 
27-29, 1958, Wheaton College, Wheaton, IIl. 











flattened against the panes of the casement windows. 
As we enter the portals, scurrying feet and small eyes 
peering from behind heavily draperied doorways: give 
an air of excitement to our arrival. We are told by 
the kind-faced Superintendent that, as this is Sunday, 
each child is clinging desperately to the hope that the 
next visitor might prove to be his—his mommy, his 
daddy, his auntie. But it’s already late and only three 
or four of the twenty children have had any visitors. 
Perhaps next-Sunday someone who really cares will 
come. 

It is explained to us that these are all children com- 
mitted by the courts for want of any other place to re- 
ceive them and give them decent care. Some will re- 
main indefinitely, others more fortunate will be placed 
in foster homes. Few can return to the homes from 
which they were taken. 

But who is there to help with this program and to 
work with the relatives? Who is to maintain contact 
with the courts and locate foster homes? We are told 
that a part-time Christian social worker is all that is 
available. . . . And an inquiring glance of appeal is 
tendered us as a red-haired four-year-old rushes up 
with outstretched arms and calls, “Daddy!” 

“And whosoever shall receive one such little 
child in my name receiveth me. . . for of such 
is the kingdom of heaven.” 

* * * 

What is the position of evangelical Christianity to- 
day in the face of needs such as these? Where do we 
stand either with respect to broad social reforms or to 
individuals who require the kind of remedial and 
treatment skills which the profession of social work 
provides? What is the future of the courageous and 


(Continued on page 43) 
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Tue APOSTLE Paul was concerned 
with one of the pertinent problems of Christian educa- 
tion: How to teach men to know Christ rather than 
merely to know about Him. In his letter to the Philip- 
pians Paul writes that his greatest goal in life is “to 
know Him (Christ) and the power of His resurrec- 
tion.” 

Paul realized that this knowledge of God was essen- 
tially an extremely personal experience. It was not 
the fruition of his own ideas and intellect; nor was it 
the culmination of legalism and literal repetition of 
the law. His was the salvation of a mind steeped in 
the liberal arts of his day and bound by the stereotypes 
of religious formalism and literalism. 

Paul knew about God. He knew about people. He 
knew about the Scriptures. Then Jesus came to him 
on the Damascus road and gave him a new sense of 
direction. This new relationship with Christ came 
from a person-to-person encounter. 

Christian education is personal! It is in person-to- 
person relationships, in the sense of being a part of 
one another, in knowing the other in such a way that 
you understand his feelings and vicariously share his 
experiences, that insight is gained and a spirit of ap- 
preciation and empathy leads one to say: “I see!” 

This is not physical perception, nor merely mental 


The author is director of Christian Education of the Central 
Baptist Church, Quincy, Ill. 
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Person 
O 
Person 
Please 


assent, but spiritual insight. Thus really “knowing” 
that person by having a right personal relationship to 
him far transcends knowing mere facts about him. 
This has vital implication for Christian education. 

Christian education is a process during which a 
growing person is guided toward a series of learning 
experiences designed to confront the individual with 
the realities of God as they are revealed through the 
life, teachings, and example of Jesus Christ. This con- 
frontation is most significant when experienced in a 
democratic climate under an acceptant leadership 
where “threat” to the individual’s self-concept is ab- 
sent or greatly minimized. 

As the individual “gropes” his way through a prob- 
lem-solving process in a group-oriented situation he 
gradually gains insight into the problem and through 
the give-and-take of group dynamics certain changes 
take place within his self-concept. This change in un- 
derstanding, attitudes, or skills is learning. 

Perhaps the classic biblical example of this change 
in self-concept is shown by the Samaritan woman in 
the conversation with Jesus at Jacob’s well. This is a 
powerful study of attitude change. 

Consider that this woman knew much about the 
Messiah already. From history she had much hindsight 
in knowledge and from tradition much foresight of 
opinion, but it was the crucial significance of revealing 
to her “everything she ever did” that afforded insight 
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into her problem. The Master Teacher had taught her 
through a problem-solving process by confronting her 
with his inescapable scrutiny that persuaded her to 
“grope” with her problem while guiding her under 
the acceptant personality of the greatest love in history 
—the love of Christ! 

During the process she found herself shifting from 
the traditional pseudo-security of factual knowledge 
about “Messiah” to the real security of knowing Him 
by gaining insight into the Messiah through a person- 
to-person relationship. This is an important concept 
in Christian education. 

Can we do this kind of thing today? What are we 
trying to do in this continual attempt we call “teach- 
ing?” What are we after? What is our goal? 

Most Christian educators will concede that the great 
goal of Christian education is “the new person in Jesus 
Christ!” This is what life is all about as far as we 
teachers and pupils are concerned. Many of us are 
only concerned about this on Sundays, and usually for 
one hour, somewhere around nine or ten o'clock in 
the morning. 

Whether we have only twenty minutes or two hours 
for “the lesson,” we are still concerned that most of 
that time is spent in hopefully acquainting our stu- 
dents (ranging from nine months to ninety years and 
up) with some kind of knowledge about God, about 
Jesus. Yet we feel deep down inside that we are not 


By WILLIAM R. MOORE 


It’s easy to teach facts, but to bring 
your pupils to an 
intimate relationship with Christ 


is something far more difficult. 
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“getting the lesson across.” There is an uncomfortable, 
frustrated feeling that what we actually are doing is 
not what we really ought to be doing. 

Let’s face it: We are teaching about Christ when we 
ought to be learning to know Him! 

There is a real clue here. Let’s swing the educational 
telescope around and look into the other end. Now 
you can see the pupil rather than the teacher. 

Our perspective is now pupil-centered. Maybe he 
needs something. Jesus certainly met the basic needs 
of people. He was always concerned with them and 
took time to listen and help them with their problems. 
That’s how He taught them—by meeting their basic 
needs. 

Perhaps we too should be meeting the basic needs of 
our pupils. There are many of them. Above all else, a 
person needs to be loved—you cannot teach someone 
you do not love. This is the first requisite for good 
teaching: That the teacher loves the pupil and the 
pupil loves the teacher. You can never lead a person 
to know Christ unless you love that person. 

Every person needs to feel accepted: To be loved 
despite his unlovableness, to help him even without 
thanks, to care for him when he does not care, to do 
with him the things that God also has done for us 
when we were once “afar off.” He needs to be treated 
like a person rather than a thing. 

These things are best done in a group experience 
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(process.) Here there is an opportunity to share the 
common problems of the everyday. Here he can be a 
person among other persons and should experience the 
satisfaction of belonging. The relationships established 
between the various members of a group are far more 
important than any factual knowledge that may have 
been gained. Getting to know one another better and 
learning to share ideas and resources to attain a com- 
mon goal prepare the way for right relationships to 
be formed. 


When the group is permitted to function under an 
acceptant leadership in a democratic climate where 
the individual feels free to express himself without fear 
of ridicule or snub, various learning experiences may 
arise that help us to know God in a very personal way: 

Prayer is a real, personal experience with another 
Person—Christ Himself! One of the best ways to know 
a person intimately is to engage him in conversation 
and share in various forms of communication with 
him. By communicating with him we can learn who 
he is rather than what he is. 

Christian fellowship! Other Christians help us to 
know Christ. He is in us and we are in Him—an 
intimately personal relationship. The Church (the 
body of believers trusting in Him) is the book that 
all men read in our turning world. We are the “living 
epistles” and we ourselves are an important part of 
the curricula of Christian education “known and read 
by all men.” The pupil is also a teacher. We learn 
Christ from one another. 

The Holy Spirit is also a person—and an extremely 
vital person! It is He who works upon the heart of 
every individual to persuade him toward Christ. He 
is a member of every group that will permit His pres- 
ence. Too often the Holy Spirit is the forgotten person 
in a group. When this happens in the classroom or the 
teaching situation it is grievous indeed. Small wonder 
that we lack power to learn to know Christ and get 
bogged down in the mechanics of “the lesson.” Invite 
the Holy Spirit to help you teach—He will lead us to 
Christ in a very personal way. Include the Holy Spirit 
in your group—He will help you to know Christ! 

Worship is also a personal experience with God. 
“My heart and my soul cry out for the living God,” 
cried the psalmist, and he felt His presence near. “I 
will sing to the Lord as long as I live” is a reach of 
the mind that exults in the immanence of God in the 
human heart. The quiet meditation of the soul as it 
communes with the Great Friend is certainly an exper- 
ience that leads us to know Christ poignantly. Yes, 
worship is one of the best ways of learning to know 
Him, whom to know aright is life eternal. 

Working with Christ is a practical way to learn to 
know Him. “We are all labourers together with God.” 
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This is the work of the Church in the world. When we 
work together we learn to know one another in special 
ways. Our teaching is working with Christ. Learning to 
know Him is to work together with Him. 

All of these things are best done together with others 
in a group process. Some call it a group, others call it 
a fellowship, many call it a church. “Where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, there am I in 
the midst of them.” This is the church! 

The Bible is God’s “personal word” to us even as it 
was for the ancient Hebrews. We should read it—not 
read so much about it, but read the Bible itself. It 
reveals Christ to us as the Logos, the Word that is a 
Person (Jesus) . 

As teachers and leaders are we careful enough in 
our teaching to be certain that we are not substituting 
the teaching of facts in the Word for experiencing 
Christ through the Word. That will keep us teaching 
about instead of learning to know! This is crucial in 
Christian education! 

We come to know Christ (the special Person) 
through the Bible (the special means) which reveals 
Him. Such knowledge is experiential, intuitional, 
spiritual, insightful. This learning meets our deepest 
personal needs through knowing Him. Christian 
truth, Christian education is fundamentally personal 
and only contingently theological. We must know Him. 

Teaching that they may know Christ is not a gen- 
eral communication about him. Learning to know 
Christ is a specific, unique communication. 

Many leads to leadership are available in this field. 
Various denominations sponsor laboratory schools and 
offer the very best training experiences in approach, 
methodology, and curricula for those who are willing 
to prepare adequately for Christian teaching. 

The next best type of training can be gained in 
demonstration schools, where a trained teacher-leader 
sets up a learning situation using actual pupils, grad- 
ed materials, and an approach geared to the needs of 
the actual situation and place (“on-the-spot”) where 
the teaching is to be done. Many city and area asso- 
ciations offer such schools, which usually last two or 
three days to a week. 

Leadership training conferences and Christian edu- 
cation conferences offer trained leadership and pro- 
vide many fine approaches in this field. Most denom- 
inations offer such conferences as part of their sum- 
mer programs or leadership training emphases during 
a year. 

A number of helpful articles, books, and audio-vis- 
uals have been recently added to the resources for de- 
veloping adequate leaders and teachers. Usually, mag- 
azine articles and pamphlets are superior to books in 
the field. 

“Who dares to teach must never cease to learn.” 
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ONE WORLD 


Tue WORLD as God sees it is a 
hellish, awful thing. It is human; and the word “hu- 
man” comes from the same Latin root as humus, 
which is the name gardeners give to a composite heap 
of decayed vegetation, manure and lime. “Humanity” 
then, indicates all that is vile, and the world is human- 
ity, the sum total of individual human beings. 

The world is what it is because of what man is, in 
his carnal mind, which Scripture says is “hostile to 
God; it does not submit to God’s law, indeed it can- 
not; and those who are in the flesh cannot please God” 


This is the text of a sermon presented by the editor-in-chief at 
the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship mission convention in 
Urbana, Ill., last December. 
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This is a picture, an 
ugly picture, portraying 
the world and the relation of 


the believer to it. 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 





(Rom. 8:7,8). The Scripture states flatly that if God 
had not chosen a great company for Himself before 
the foundation of the world, no one would be saved. 
If God had left it to human decision, even though 
the angels should shout from Heaven, “God loves 
you! Christ died for you!” no one would believe. 

In the New Testament this world is expressed by 
the Greek word kosmos, the root of such English words 
as “cosmopolitan” and “cosmological.” Originally it 
meant ordered organization, later was applied to the 
earth and the universe, and finally it came to mean 
the people who live on the earth. This word occurs in 
Matthew nine times, in Mark three times, in Luke 
three times, but in John, 79 times! 

In fact, this frequent occurrence of the word “world” 
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is the key to John’s Gospel. First, John 1:9 mentions 
“the true light that enlightens every man was coming 
into the world.” Verse 10 describes the darkness into 
which Jesus came: “He was in the world, and the world 
was made through him, yet the world knew him not.” 
One of the most terrible statements of our Lord is 
John 17:9: “I am not praying for the world.” The 
kosmos which crucified Christ is so horrible in the eyes 
of God that, although He is saving individuals out of 
its wreckage, the world itself is doomed. 

The “world” is the antithesis of believers. The edu- 
cational world with its rationalism; the ecclesiastical 
world with pride of organization; the scientific world, 
social, financial, and industrial worlds: all combined 
to murder God two thousand years ago and would do 
so today. 

In 1957 the University of Chicago published an 
English edition of Bauer’s Greek lexicon, translated 
by Arndt and Gingrich. In substance, here is what it 
says about the world: 

“The world, and everything that belongs to it, ap- 
pears as that which is at enmity with God, that is, lost 
in sin, wholly at odds with anything divine, ruined and 
depraved. This world is unjust and hostile, ruled by 
the prince of this world, the devil, lying in the power 
of the evil one. The Christian must have nothing to 
do with this world of sin and separation from God. In- 
stead of desiring it, one is to keep oneself unstained by 
the world. When he takes this attitude, the Christian 
is naturally hated by the world as his Lord was hated. 


“The world is condemned by God, but also is the 
object of the divine plan of salvation. The kosmos 
stands in opposition to God and hence is incapable 
of knowing God and excluded from Christ’s interces- 
sion. Neither Christ or His own belong in any way to 
the world. Rather Christ has chosen them out of the 
world, even though for the present they must still live 
in the world. All the trouble that they must undergo 
because of this means nothing compared with the vic- 
torious conviction that Christ and the believers with 
Him have overcome the world and that it is doomed 
to pass away.” 

With this background, look at John 1:5, “The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not over- 
come it.” Through the years I pondered this verse and 
sought to plumb its depths, for the transition after 
this verse is so sharp that one wonders whether John’s 


pen slipped. 


THE LIGHT GOES ON 


My children used to play a game in which they 
would locate two simultaneous lectures on the radio. 
They would push one button and get a sentence out 
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of one lecture and then switch to the other station for 
a sentence out of that lecture. 

During the rebroadcast of Prince Philip and Queen 
Elizabeth’s wedding, a prize fight was on at the same 
time. The Archbishop of Canterbury joined the royal 
couple’s hands, and at that moment the other an- 
nouncer said, “Shake hands and come out fighting!” 

What we read in John | is similar to listening to two 
broadcasts at once. Verses 4 and 5 say, “In him was 
life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines 
in darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” 
Then verse 6 says, “There was a man sent from God 
whose name was John.” Why is John the Baptist so 
abruptly introduced? Maybe this will help explain: 

In September, 1939, when England declared war on 
Germany, I began a series of meetings in an auditor- 
ium in Belfast, Ireland. As soon as war was declared, 
all cities went into a blackout at night. In the middle 
of my sermon, the moment for blackout came, so from 
then on I preached in darkness to an invisible audience. 

One night, someone accidentally turned on the main 
switch and lighted up the whole auditorium. In the 
midst of the excitement, I noticed a man in the front 
row who turned to the woman next to him and in- 
quired, “What’s the matter? Why did Dr. Barnhouse 
stop talking?” 

She replied, “The lights have been turned on!” 

Why did she have to explain? That man was blind. 

When Jesus Christ came into the world, nobody 
noticed that the light had come. And so God sent John 
the Baptist to announce, “The light is on! The light 
is on!” Verse 7 tells John’s mission: “He came for testi- 
mony, to bear witness to the light.” “The light is on! 
God is here! The light is on!” 

And the world asks, “What is light?” The Pharisees 
ask, “What is light?” The Sadducees say, “You talk 
about God. Who is God? Give us a philosophical defi- 
nition.” If God Almighty had not determined before 
the foundation of the world to send John the Baptist 
to witness to Christ, there would have been no wit- 
ness. If God Almighty had not formulated the plan of 
redemption and carried it out at Calvary, no human 
being would ever be in Heaven, because no man can 
get there except by the power of God through His 
life-giving Spirit. And so every Christian should thank 
God when he reads Ephesians 2:1,2: “You he made 
alive wher you were dead through the trespasses and 
sins in which you once walked.” 

First, God gives you life, and as that new life stirs 
within you, perhaps over a long period of time, the 
Light penetrates the darkness of your being and then 
one day you say, “Jesus!” But you said it from your 
new heart, not from the Adamic heart. 

Most hellish of all the false doctrines that encrust 
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like barnacles the ship of truth is the idea that man 
can lift himself to God. Man is totally depraved; there 
is no good in man that can satisfy God. A canoe is a 
wonderful little craft for a June evening on a lake in 
the moonlight, but it is a totally depraved boat for 
crossing the ocean. Your character is a wonderful little 
canoe to carry you through your work, your church 
and way stations, but you can’t get to Heaven by your 
character! You must be born again! 


WHEN THE WORLD HATES YOU 


This world is the world that crucified Christ. The 
Lord Jesus had no illusions about the world, for He 
said in John 15:18,19: “If the world hates you, know 
that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were 
of the world, the world would love its own; but be- 
cause you are not of the world, but I chose you out of 
the world, therefore the world hates you.” 

The world will not hate you if you start a campaign 
against gambling or liquor, or to clean up the slums 
in your town. The world will applaud your efforts to 
establish better race relations. These things are good 
causes, and Christians should support them. But sup- 
pose you testify, “Christ has saved me! I am born again 
and am on my way to Heaven. But if you reject Christ, 
you are lost, and on your way to Hell!” The hatred 
of the world that hates Christ will break out against 
you. Why does the world hate Christ? He answers that 
question in John 7:7: “The world . . . hates me be- 
cause I testify of it that its works are evil.” 

This brings us to the question, Why did God leave 
us in this vile world after we were saved, instead of 
taking us to Heaven at once? 

There are two reasons: We are here to fellowship 
with each other in the midst of a world of hatred, and 
we are to testify against the world. 

There are many ways in which you testify against 
the world. You do not steal someone’s parking place, 
and you are gracious when someone steals yours. You 
refrain from conversation derogatory to others; your 
humor is clean, your word can be trusted, and you pay 
bills promptly. In other words, when Christ controls 
your life, not only in big moral issues, but in everyday 
details, you testify against the world. By holiness of 
life, by kindness and thoughtfulness, integrity and un- 
selfishness, we testify that we are not of this sinful 
world. 

What else did the Lord Jesus say about the world? 
In John 15:20,21; he says “Remember the word that 
I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ 
If they persecuted me, they will persecute you; if 
they kept my word, they will keep yours also. But all 
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this they will do to you on my account, because they 
do not know him who sent me.” 

We have noted that the word “world” is found 79 
times in the Gospel of John; another word used over 
and over again is “they;” “the world” and “they” to- 
gether occur more than 100 times in the Gospel of 
John. 

Thus, as with the stroke of a sword, the Lord 
God Almighty divides those whom He has chosen in 
Christ from those who have not yet bowed before Him 
in faith. The Lord Jesus laid the responsibility for 
unbelief on the world when He said, “You refuse to 
come to me that you may have life” (John 5:40). We 
must face the fact that we live in a world that is hos- 
tile to God. 

Some years ago, a friend of mine moved into a new 
home. The house had long been unoccupied, and the 
garden untended so that it was grown high with weeds. 
The first morning my friend looked from an upstairs 
window into the garden, and among the weeds he saw 
a beautiful red rose. He went out to pick it, but the 
weeds were so high that he could not find it. Returning 
to his upstairs window he located the rose, noted land- 
marks near it, and on his second trip to the garden, 
succeeded in finding it. As he pulled it from the weeds, 
he discovered that the stem ran nine feet to its root in 
his neighbor’s well-cultivated garden! That is the Chris- 
tian life. Rooted in Heaven, it blooms among the 
weeds of earth. 


NOT PRAYING FOR THE WORLD 


When the Lord Jesus was about to leave the world, 
He said to His Father, “I glorified thee on earth, hav- 
ing accomplished the work which thou gavest me to 
do;” a little later He said, “I am praying for them 
[you and me]; I am not praying for the world, but for 
those whom thou hast given me, for they are thine” 
(John 17:4,9) . 

Thus, in the words of the passage quoted from the 
new Greek lexicon, “God and the world are in opposi- 
tion. The spirit of the world and the Spirit that comes 
from God are opposed. The world is condemned by 
God, but also is the object of the divine plan of salva- 
tion. The kosmos stands in opposition to God and 
hence is incapable of knowing God and is excluded 
from Christ’s intercession. Neither Christ nor His own 
belong in any way to the world. Rather, Christ has 
chosen them out of the world, even though for the 
present they must still live in the world.” 

While we live, may we be rooted in Him, growing 
where God has planted us, and blossoming in a way 
well pleasing to Him. 











WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES 


The 
Christian 


and 


Soul Sleep 


Does Scripture give any 
support to the ideas of soul sleep 
and the annihilation of the 


wicked? Here are the Bible-backed answers. 


By WALTER R. MARTIN 
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- INCE THE early Christian church, 
some men have believed that the immaterial nature of 
man (soul and spirit) does not survive the death of the 
body. These have affirmed that conscious life is de- 
pendent upon the unity of body and soul; apart from 
the combination of the two, human consciousness is 
impossible. 

Such men as Martin Luther, William Tyndale, John 
Wycliffe, George Wishart, John Milton, Dean Henry 
Alford and Dr. Charles J. Ellicott have championed 
conditional immortality (soul sleep) and in some cases 
its companion doctrine the annihilation of the wicked. 

Today such denominations as the Advent Christian 
Church and the Seventh-day Adventist Church still 
hold to soul sleep and the annihilation of the wicked 
in common with such non-Christian cults as Jehovah's 
Witnesses, Christadelphians, The Dawn Bible Students 
and the Laymen’s Home Missionary Movement. In 
addition many evangelical scholars both in Europe 
and in America agree with them. Some hold these views 
with no violation to the foundational truths of Scrip- 
ture (the Trinity, deity of Christ, vicarious atonement, 
bodily resurrection, etc.) and the basis of our fellow- 
ship in the body of Christ lies in agreement on the 
foundational truths of Scripture and the new life in 
Christ Jesus. 

Historically conditional immortalists have “played 
on words.” They delight to talk about “innate im- 
mortality” and “conditional immortality.” Neither 
phase however, appears in the Scripture nor has any 
meaning from a linguistic standpoint where the im- 
material nature of man is concerned. Not once in either 
the Old or the New Testaments in the Hebrew or the 
Greek originals is the word “immortal” ever applied 
to the immaterial nature of man. In fact, the New 
Testament doctrine of immortality refers only to the 
Nature of God Himself and to the resurrection bodies 
of the saints. 

To substantiate this fact, one need only consult a 
Greek-English concordance to the New Testament 
where the terms translated “immortal” (athanasia 
and aphthartos) appear. The English word “immortal” 
has among others the peculiar meaning of “not mor- 
tal.” However, in most theological circles the word 
generally carries the meaning of “exemption from 
death.” But is this what the Scriptures mean, when 
the word immortal is used? 

Contrary to the belief of some, Scripture nowhere 
shows that man or his soul now possesses immortality. 
In addition, nothing in Scripture states that anything 
or anyone is now immortal, but God the Father by 
virtue of His purely spiritual Nature, and God the Son 


ETERNITY 


by virtue of His glorified resurrection body. Both are 
“exempt from death” or corruption because they are 
the Source of Life uncreated—over them the corruption 
of death holds no authority. 

The two Greek terms athanasia and aphthartos really 
mean “deathlessness” and “incorruption.” The Bible 
states that the saints will possess both exemption from 
physical death and incorruption at the resurrection 
only because at that time they will put on incorruptible 
deathless bodies (I Cor. 15:53,54) . 


WHAT IMMORTALITY MEANS 


Consequently, immortality or incorruption when be- 
stowed at the resurrection will mean a change from 
corruption to incorruption and not simply the giv- 
ing and receiving of an attribute, “exemption from 
physical death.” 

The Christian then is not now in possession of im- 
mortality in the biblical sense of the term. He is only 
provisionally immortal. He awaits the resurrection be- 
fore he can be clothed with physical incorruptibility 
in the image of our risen Lord (I John 3:2). Condi- 
tional immortalists either consciously or unconsciously 
equate “immortality” with “life,” although this is 
flatly contradicted by the Greek language in the New 
Testament. The whole message of the New Testament 
revelation as given by Christ and the apostles concerns 
the gift of eternal life (aionion zoes), which is often 
used in the New Testament in the present tense, the 
tense of present possession. 

For instance: “He that heareth my word and be- 
lieveth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from 
death to life” (John 5:24) ; “Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life” 
(John 6:47) ; “And this is the record, that God hath 
given to us eternal life and this life is in his Son. He 
that hath the Son of God hath life; and He that hath 
not the Son of God hath not life” (I John 5:11,12) . 

In all of these texts the Holy Spirit declares-that the 
believer now possesses eternal life, the never ending 
quality of conscious existence; this is precisely what 
aionion zoes means—never ceasing or eternal life (con- 
sciousness) . 

In I John 5:13 the apostle John dogmatically de- 
clares: “I write this to you who believe in the name of 
the Son of God that you may know that you have eter- 
nal life”. John did not say you have immortality; he 
said believers now possess eternal life. It is something 
which resides in those who know Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Savior; it is conscious spiritual existence and it is 
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“everlasting.” It cannot be terminated even by the 
death of the body. It is completely different from 
“immortality,” both linguistically, contextually, and 
exegetically. 

Since eternal life of the believer is not immortality, 
we can now understand the various texts which condi- 
tional immortalists quote. Most of these texts use 
the terms “death” and “sleep” in a very literal and un- 
grammatical manner. Conditional immortalists con- 
stantly refer to such texts as Genesis 3:19; I Kings 2:10; 
Job 14:12; Eccles. 9:10, Dan. 12:2; John 11:11; Acts 
2:34; I Thess. 4:13-16; Ps. 146:3,4. 

If you carefully examine each of these texts, you will 
find that not one of them is applied to the immaterial 
nature of man (soul and spirit). They refer to the 
body. Even the stock reference in Ecclesiastes 9:5-10 
(“the dead know not anything”) is contextually lim- 
ited by verse 6. The dead know not anything “that is 
done under the sun” or upon the earth. This has 
nothing to do with the state of the soul. 

In I Thess. 4:13-16 Paul uses the term “fallen asleep.” 
He qualifies it decisively in the context by declaring 
that it refers absolutely to the bodies of the saints 
which are awaiting resurrection to immortality—“phy- 
sical incorruptibility.” “Even so through Jesus God will 
bring with Him those who have fallen asleep.” The 
Greek preposition sun literally means “with.” So Christ 
will bring back “with” Him those whose bodies have 
“fallen asleep.” Their souls are returning “with” our 
triumphant Savior and not rising from the graves and 
a state of unconsciousness to meet Him, as conditional 
immortalists vainly strive to teach. 

All of the so-called “sleep” texts refer to the body, 
never to the soul or the spirit. In fact, even Ecclesiastes, 
which conditional immortalists so repeatedly quote, 
categorically states “all (men and animals) go unto 
one place, all are of the dust and all turn to dust again. 
Who knows the spirit of man that goeth upward and 
the spirit of the beast that goeth downward to the 
earth?” 

Clearly, this describes one common resting place for 
the bodies of men and animals—the grave (dust). But 
the immaterial nature of man goes “upward” while 
the nature of the beast goes “down.” 


WHAT THE NEW TESTAMENT SAYS 


The Lord Jesus Christ stated: “Fear not them which 
kill the body but are not able to kill the soul” (Matt. 
10:28). Apparently, there is more to the immaterial 
nature of man than the “breath” of his body. Stephen, 
the first martyr, before he “fell asleep in death,” saw 
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our Lord standing at the right hand of the Father and 
cried out “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” His body 
“fell asleep” in death and that into the hands of the 
Lord who died for Him and for whom he died, he 
committed his spirit. As Paul has so wonderfully put 
it: “to be absent from the body and to be at home with 
the Lord” (II Cor. 5:8). 

Facing the certainty of his own death, Paul stated 
confidently, “for me to live is Christ and to die is 
gain. ... I am in a strait betwixt two; having a desire 
to depart and be with Christ which is far better, never- 
theless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you.” 
There is no hint of soul-sleep here. The construction 
of the Greek will not allow it. In this passage and in 
many others Paul taught that at the death of the body 
the soul of the believer enjoys conscious fellowship 
with the Lord. It does not sleep! 

To the thief on the cross Jesus promised: “This day 
thou shalt be with me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43) . On 
the Mount of Transfiguration Moses appeared, al- 
though he was dead and had been buried by the hand 
of God millenniums before (Deut. 32). After Samuel 
had died, God allowed him to appear to Saul (I Sam. 
28:19). All of these incidents support the validity of 
the orthodox position. 

Concerning the destiny of the unregenerate soul, 
the Scriptures plainly teach that “The Lord knows 
how to rescue the godly from trial and to keep the un- 
righteous under punishment until the day of judg- 
ment” (II Pet. 2:9). Very forcefully, the Greek dis- 
tinguishes between “punishment” and “judgment,” 
plainly declaring that God keeps the unrighteous “un- 
der punishment” or in a state of punishment pending 
the day of judgment. Certainly there is no doctrine 
of “soul sleep” in this text. 


PUNISHMENT—HOW LONG? 


The Scriptures are also explicit in their portrayal 
of punishment for the wicked, beginning at death and 
continuing on to the endless eons of eternity. 

That these doctrines were taught by the Lord Jesus 
Christ no serious Greek scholar today questions. Our 
Lord stated: “Depart from me ye cursed into everlast- 
ing punishment but the righteous unto eternal life.” 
(Matthew 25:41,46). If everlasting life then is the 
destiny of the redeemed, then everlasting punishment 
(and the word must mean the same in both contexts,) 
is the reward of the devil and his followers, both angels 
and men. 

Regarding the state of the unsaved pending the last 
judgment, our Lord declared, “You generation of 
vipers, how shall ye escape the damnation of hell” and 
he further taught in Luke 16 (and the story of Lazarus 
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and the rich man is not a parable) that punishment for 
the unsaved begins at the death of the body. 

The entire New Testament is honeycombed with 
references to God’s wrath and its continually abiding 
presence upon those who reject His Son (John 3:36 
Greek) . Of these reprobate souls the Scriptures state 
“These are wells without water, clouds that are car- 
ried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is 
reserved for ever” (II Pet. 2:17). The apostle Jude 
describes the spiritual destiny of the unregenerate as 
“Raging waves of the sea foaming out their own shame, 
wandering stars for whom is reserved the blackness of 
darkness for ever.” (vs. 12) . 

No more vivid description can be imagined than is 
found in Revelation which utilizes the Greek word 
basanizo (to torment, to be harassed, to torture,) con- 
cerning the destiny of the unsaved. 

“And the third angel followed them saying with a 
loud voice IF any man worship the beast . . . he shall 
be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of 
the lamb: The smoke of their torment ascends up for- 
ever and ever and they have no rest day or night... . 
And the beast was taken and with him the false proph- 
et... . These both were cast alive into a lake of fire 
burning with brimstone. . . . The Devil that deceived 
them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where 
the beast and the false prophet are and they will be 
tormented day and night into the everlasting of the 
everlasting (literal Greek)” (Rev. 14:9-11; 19:20; 
20:10) . 

Here we find no teaching of annihilation—only the 
somber warning of impending punishment of eternal 
character. Conditional immortalists have no right to 
claim that the Christian church has ever in any way, 
except in isolated instances, recognized the validity 
of their contentions. 

Most Greek scholars, as well as their Hebrew col- 
leagues, are agreed that not one word in the Greek or 
Hebrew can be translated annihilate, or “reduced to 
nothing.” They further state that the word “sleep” is 
never in any way postulated of the immaterial nature 
of man (soul and spirit). Though they quote many 
“sleep texts” and though they are fond of Ezekiel’s 
rendition of “The soul that sinneth it shall die,” they 
have failed to prove that “death” means extinction of 
personality. In fact, no such meaning is ever assigned 
to it. Unless one presupposes in the context that 
“death” does mean extinction pending the resurrection 
as in the case of man, it is impossible to glean any sup- 
port for their position. 

The Bible teaches that death to the believer means 
only the separation of his “immaterial nature” (soul 
and spirit) from his physical nature, and the subse- 
quent reunion which will take place at our Lord's 
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second advent when the souls of the dead believers 
will be reunited with their resurrected, immortal and 
glorified bodies (I Thess. 4:13-17). 


The cry most commonly heard against the doctrine 
of hell and eternal punishment is that it is “unreason- 
able, illogical and contrary to the principle of love 
which is the very Nature of God.” They ask “How 
could a God of love punish his admittedly rebellious 
creatures everlastingly? How could a God of love al- 
low Satan’s sin and sinners to exist forever, since they 
constitute a blot on His creation?” 


The argument, of course, appeals to people who 
have no training in formal logic. By reversing the 
proposition, they would indict Almighty God and 
impugn His motives, or the original creation itself. We 
might indeed ask them how the same God of love could 
have created creatures and a universe to begin with, 
knowing that sin would inevitably result from freedom 
of will. Or we might ask how God, after observing the 
entrance of sin into his creation, declined to ‘“anni- 
hilate it’ and remove the “blot” at once. Of course, 
conditional immortalists cannot answer that ques- 
tion, because the same logic destroys their whole exist- 


ing premise: that human reason must in the final an- 
alysis regulate divine conduct. 

God has clearly stated: “For My thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are my ways your ways, saith 
the Lord, for as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my thoughts higher than your thoughts” (Isa. 
55:8) . 

Certainly God created all things with the full know- 
ledge that once freedom of will was given, inevitable 
transgression would occur. However, being omniscient 
He desired this process to produce voluntary love and 
faith on the part of His creatures. For God to have 
created us robots, so that merely by an act of his will 
he might bend us to this or that emotion, would have 
made true love which is always voluntary in nature, 
impossible. He allowed the catastrophe of sin with 
its accompanying results, “that in the ages to come 
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace 
and kindness toward us in Christ Jesus . . . even as 
he chose us in him before the foundation of the world 
that we should be holy and blameless before him .. . 
He destined us in love to be his sons through Jesus 
Christ according to the purpose of his will” (Eph. 
2:7;1:4,5) . 





I had always considered myself 
a better-than-average Sunday School teacher ... 


Until I happened to overhear one of my girls say... 


“But who wants to sit there for hours 
and listen to her stuffy lessons?” 


Komestls was emusiaiile 















A) 
G 
My 


I knew then that I needed help. . . not 
only my lessons, but my methods were 
sorely lacking in teen-appeal. Somehow 
I was missing the mark! 

At my first glance through my ALL- 
BIBLE Graded quarterly, it was “love at 
first reading”! Here was my answer to 
making Bible stories LIVE and in help- 
ing my girls live out Bible truths. Each 
quarterly has brought me new teaching 
tips... provided lesson material to spare 
..- helped me to nail down problems fac- 
ing my girls . . . encouraged me to try 
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new twists in approaching the lesson... 

enabled me for the first time to get my 
whole class into some real and vital dis- 
— of present-day spiritual prob- 
lems. 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 





GOSPEL ADVANCE 


Korean Christians Build Churches 


KOREAN PRESBYTERIANS MAKE GAINS 


in 1954 the General Assembly of the 
Korean Presbyterian Church met and 
decided to commemorate their seventy 
years of work in Korea by inaugurating a 
five-year plan of expansion. The goal 
was to establish a church in every one of 
the 500 villages of less than 2,000 popu- 
lation and double the church member- 
ship. 

At the 1957 meeting of the General 
Assembly, a report was given of the three 
years’ progress. 

In the villages, 339 churches were es- 
tablished, with a total membership of 
22,845. One hundred and forty-seven of 
these churches were in tents, and 160 
in Korean houses. Seventy-two are self- 
supporting. With less than two years 
remaining, the General Assembly is only 
161 villages short of reaching their goal. 

The most significant fact of this pro- 
gram is that this project is entirely in 
the hands of the Korean Presbyterian 
Church. The plans, workers, and budget 
have come from the Koreans themselves. 
The larger churches have taken the re- 
sponsibility of “mothering” a new vil- 
lage church, until it reaches the place 
that it can call its own pastor and be- 
come self-supporting. 


INDONESIA OFFERS OPPORTUNITY 


On the surface the situation in the 
sixth largest republic of the world seems 
very disastrous. The Dutch are being 
forced out by the thousands. War threats 
loom in eastern Indonesia. The breaking 
up of the Islands into “independent 
countries” is direly predicted. Commun- 
ism’s tremendous gains have been noted. 

But not all is black. At least for the 
Christian Church there is unparalleled 
opportunity to bring the message of 
Christ to the masses of this land. It may 
seem doors to Indonesia are closing, but 
far more doors within the country are 
being opened in most unexpected ways. 
There is a great nationwide hunger and 
demand for truth. Even Moslems are 
willing to listen and consider the claims 
of the Christian faith. 

One of the obstacles facing the church 
is the fact that many look upon the 
church as a tool of the Colonial regime. 
It was a State Church until independ- 
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ence. However, the Church has gained 
its ground and put its churches in prac- 
tically every major island and large 
community in the Republic. The Chris- 
tian community is some 3,000,000 souls. 
But, sad to say, the depth of their Chris- 
tianity is sadly lacking. 

One of Indonesia’s outstanding Chris- 
tian political leaders stated “the hour 
has come where the Christians first need- 
ed to be “Christianized.” It seems In- 
donesia’s greatest need is not new or- 
ganizations—there are some 165 regis- 
tered with the government—but a revival 
within the church. Indonesia’s Church 
needs praying friends to help speed her 
to the day of revival within and evan- 
gelism without. 


GRIM PICTURE BEHIND CURTAIN 


Two well known churchmen painted 
dark pictures of the situation for church- 
es behind the Iron Curtain in Europe. 

Dr. W. A. Visser’t Hooft, general sec- 
retary of the World Council of Church- 
es said that Dr. Lajos Ordass, presiding 
bishop of the Hungarian Lutheran 
Church, has been forced to resign be- 
cause of Communist pressures. The sit- 
uation of churches in East Germany is 
“very discouraging,” he said. 

Dr. John Mackay, president of the 
World Presbyterian Alliance, meanwhile 
declared that the question facing ll 
Christians living in Iron Curtain coun- 
tries is the same: “At what point do you 
lay down your life?” 

Although Hungarian churchmen are 
not Communists, he said, they feel that 
for the moment there is no alternative 
but to live where they are. It would not 
be justified for the churchmen to risk 
everything on a determined stand on a 
particular issue merely because the 
Church disapproved certain social de- 
velopments. 


CARIBBEAN TOUR CLOSES 


In Mexico City, Billy Graham climax- 
ed his month-long Caribbean campaign. 
In two nights with the Mexico Arena 
jammed with 18,000 both nights, a total 
of 3,100 decisions for Christ were 
counted. 

Reports from other Central American 
lands were similar. All told, Graham 


and his team addressed nearly one mil- 
lion Latin Americans. In Barbados, for 
instance, 60,000 people—more than a 
fourth of the total population of the is- 
land—jammed a race track grounds to 
hear the world-renowned evangelist. 

Next on Graham’s schedule were stu- 
dent convocations at Vassar and Prince- 
ton and then the San Francisco Crusade 
beginning at the Cow Palace on April 
27. 


K. C. TO ECUADOR 


Two former presidents, Harry Tru- 
man of the United States and Galo 
Plaza of Ecuador, were present as Kan- 
sas City, Mo., gave the country of Ecua- 
dor a single-engine airplane, but the 
spotlight fell on Cameron Townsend, 
director of the Wycliffe Institute of 
Linguistics. 

The airplane will be used by the 
Wycliffe Translators in its work with 
the Indians of Ecuador. Dr. Jose Chiri- 
boga, Ecuadorian ambassador, conferred 
on Townsend the decoration of Merit, 
Official Grade, for his “services in the 
cause of humanity and culture.” The 
ambassador cited Townsend as a “tire- 
less missionary and admired worker in 
the cause of Panamericanism who is 
carrying out fruitful and self-sacrificing 
works in the Amazon region of Ecua- 
dor.” 


ATTENTION ALL COMMITTEES 


Some churches provide opportunities 
for service to everyone. Take the. First 
Lutheran Church - of - Worthington, 
Minn., for instance. At its annual meet- 
ing, members elected deacons, trustees, 
a Sunday School superintendent and a 
termite committee. 

During the past few years termites 
have been a problem in the church. 


EVANGELICALS IN INDIA STIRRED 


“I always have been able to ‘preach’ 
and argue about religion, but how emp- 
ty have been my words. Now I see my 
responsibility to witness.” Such was the 
reaction of one visitor at the Seventh 
Annual Conference of the Evangelical 
Fellowship of India in Vellore, January 
9-12. 

Representatives, delegates and speak- 
ers came from Ceylon, Nepal, Pakistan 
and five other countries besides India. 
Evangelistic services under the direction 
of Dr. Akbar A. Haqq resulted in 200 
decisions to accept Christ as Savior. 

Haqq, recently back in India after 
assisting Billy Graham in the New York 
campaign, has formed an evangelistic 
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team called “Life in Christ” Team to 
conduct campaigns throughout India. 

Other reports indicate that evangel- 
icals in India are moving forward. One 
pastor testified to being revived at the 
conference a few years ago. After return- 
ing home, he bought an alarm clock and 
began to be faithful in early morning 
prayer and Bible study. Soon revival be- 
gan in his own church. Members of his 
church are now meeting as early as 4:30 
a.m. for morning prayer. 

The Evangelical Fellowship of India 
(EFI), though still small, has had a 
great influence on the country. Not or- 
ganization, but fellowship characterizes 
and shapes EFI. Not separation, but 
permeation is its goal, that the first and 
foremost avowed purpose of her exist- 
ence, “Spiritual revival in the Church,” 
might become a reality throughout India. 


EDITORS ADOPT MISSION LITERATURE 


Editors of the Evangelical Press Asso- 
ciation adopted the promotion of mis- 
sionary literature as their Special Project 
of 1958, during their annual convention 
January 27, 28, in Washington, D. C. 

In other action, the convention unan- 
imously passed a resolution supporting 
the Dowdy bills, now before Congress, 
which seek to strengthen laws and en- 
act legislation that will curtail distribu- 
tion of pornographic, lewd and obscene 
publications. 

With the theme “The Christian and 
the State,” the convention. hurled chal- 
lenge after challenge at the nearly-100 
editors who attended. Special visits to 
the White House and the State Depart- 
ment brought the editors up-to-date on 
current problems in government. 

Addresses by Dr. Glenn L. Archer of 
Protestants and Other Americans United, 
and Dr. Clyde W. Taylor of the Wash- 
ington office of the National Association 





Editor Hitt hands EPA gavel to Larson. 
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of Evangelicals high-lighted the role 
which Christian publications can play 
in the Washington scene. 

Mel Larson, editor of the Evangelical 
Beacon, was elected as the new presi- 
dent, succeeding Russell T. Hitt, edi- 
tor of ETernity Magazine. Other new 
officers are: Vice-president, Joseph Bayly, 
His; Secretary, Marian Injerd, The Sow- 
er; Treasurer, Ralph Harris, Live; Ad- 
visors, Russell Hitt, Erernity, and Carl 
F. H. Henry, Christianity Today. 

The Evangelical Press Association is 
an organization of more than 100 Prot- 
estant publications reaching a total cir- 
culation of more than four million. 


STUDY CHURCH-STATE PROBLEMS 


Baylor University will soon establish 
a chair for study of church-state rela- 
tions, according to President W. R. 
White. The studies will investigate 
church-state relationships on federal, 
state and local levels. They will include 
also the biblical, historical and constitu- 
tional basis for the separation of church 
and state. 

White declared that the problems are 
“extremely complex and difficult and 
need much study.” 

“Our people are committed to cer- 
tain ideas, but even among Baptist, we 
are not all together in applications and 
ramifications,” he said. 


WHEATON GREETS MEETINGS 


Wheaton (Ill.) College will host two 
conferences soon. The Ninth Annual 
Christian Social Work Conference will 
meet March 27-29 and the Ninth An- 
nual Theological Conference will meet 
one month later. 

In both conferences psychiatry will be 
discussed. In the Social Work Confer- 
ence Psychiatrist Orville W. Walters will 
lead a discussion on “Psychoanalysis 
and God”; in the Theological Confer- 
ence the theme for the meetings will be 
“The Christian Ministry and Modern 
Psychiatry.” 


FRIENDS OF ISRAEL CELEBRATE 


In 1938, during the height of Hitler’s 
harrassment of the Jews in Europe, a 
group of Philadelphia Christians. banded 
together to form the Friends of Israel 
Missionary and Relief Society. The pur- 
pose was to show forth practical love to 
afflicted Jews and Hebrew Christians 
and to bear a definite Christian testi- 
mony to them. 

Early this year the Society, whose gen- 
eral secretary is Victor Buksbazen, cele- 
brated its twentieth anniversary. Today 
more than 25 missionaries are supported 
and the Society has channeled more 
than a million dollars for missionary and 
relief activities in its history. 


COLOMBIA MARTYR TOLL: 80 


The number of Protestant martyrs in 
Colombia has now reached 80. The lat- 
est martyr, Juan Coy, 33 years old, had 
been allowing a Protestant worship serv- 
ice to be held in his home. 


FORD FOUNDATION AND ITS FRIENDS 


The Bureau of Health and Hospitals 
of the National Catholic Welfare Con- 
ference reports that almost one fourth 
of all Ford Foundation funds for hos- 
pitals went to institutions of that faith. 
Such institutions operate only about one 
eleventh of the country’s hospital beds. 

In December, Rev. John J. Cava- 
naugh, former President of Notre Dame 
University, and a member of the Fund’s 
Board for Adult Education, admitted in 
Washington that the “failure” of U. S. 
Catholics in scholarship and leadership 
is “a long and costly and ugly dream.” 
He stated that not a single request sub- 
mitted to his board by a Catholic col- 
lege “meets the reasonable conditions 
that the Fund lays down.” Yet in August 
the National Catholic Education Asso- 
ciation reported that 74 per cent of all 
foundation grants received by Roman 
Catholic colleges came from the Fund. 

The Fund for the Republic, financed 
by the Ford Foundation, has just an- 
nounced that it will conduct a study of 
the role of religion in public life, of the 
relationship between Church and State, 
and of religious dissent. The adminis- 
trator is John Cogley, former editor of 
the liberal Catholic weekly, Common- 
weal. 

Mrs. Henry Ford is a member of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 


THE SIN OF RECKLESS DRIVING 


Careless driving causes many more 
deaths than murder. Yet even Christians 
drive carelessly. They seem not to con- 
sider such negligence sinful. 

New Mexico’s governor recently urged 
clergymen to campaign for highway 
safety. Connecticut’s chief executive 
proclaimed a “Religious Safety Week- 
end.” In Minnesota, young people con- 
ducted a drive for “Christian Action” 
on the problem. Protestant pastors 
throughout the land urged parishioners 
to drive more carefully. 

Roman Catholic clergymen were rath- 
er more peremptory. A Canon Law pro- 
fessor at Rome ruled that church mem- 
bers guilty of negligence could be sub- 
jected to religious “penalties” by their 
bishops. The annual meeting of Amer- 
ican bishops followed up with a strongly 
worded statement. 

Many Roman Catholics use images, 
such as that of St. Christopher, to pro- 
tect themselves from accidents. 

But the attorney of the Motor Ve- 
hicle Bureau of New York City says 
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that such things cause more accidents 
than they prevent. The Bureau is asking 
for a law to prevent use of religious im- 
ages, along with “shrunken heads,” baby 
booties, dice, and other “fetishes” as 
windshield decorations which block the 
vision of the driver. 


GOLDEN RULE IN ISRAEL 


Perhaps no group of people in world 
history has suffered more from tyrannical 
church-state alliances than the Jews. 
But in Israel they have not espoused 
religious liberty or separation of Church 
and State. Many important affairs are 
governed, not by the civil law which 
the people enact, but by religious law 
promulgated and enforced by a small 
group of Orthodox Rabbis. Their sect 
has become a state religion with police 
power. It is rather like Catholicism in 
Spain. 

Movements of Arabs are carefully re- 
stricted. They and various Christian 
groups are treated legally as separate 
communities. Christian women married 
to Jewish men have been subjected to 
violence for hanging religious images on 
their walls. Sabbath and anti-pork laws 
are enforced against everyone. Civil mar- 
riages of “mixed” or non-Orthodox 
couples are void and their children are 
illegitimate. 

But worst off are the non-Orthodox 
Jews. Reform or Conservative Rabbis 
receive no legal recognition. Reform 
Jews are trying to establish a school and 
Conservatives want an_ international 
Rabbinical headquarters in the Jewish 
homeland. Last month, the extreme 
Orthodox Agudath Israel organization 
opened a campaign against these insti- 
tutions, calling the faith of their fellow 
Jews “pseudo-Judaism.” 

Recently there died in Israel a Jewish 
boy who could not be circumcised be- 
cause he had polio. The Rabbis re- 
quired that he be buried outside the 
fence of the local cemetery. Wide resent- 
ment was aroused, including even that 
of Prime Minister David Ben Gurion 
who has a political alliance with the 
Orthodox groups. 

It is this opposition to the “theocracy” 
that distinguishes Israel from Spain. 


RELIGION IN INDUSTRY 


Government subsidized preachers are 
apt to become tools of the state. What 
if they are paid by corporations or un- 
ions? The National Council of Church- 
es will hold a conference on April 23 to 
discuss this and kindred problems of 
religion in industry. Methodist leaders 
discussed them in a preliminary session 
last December. They were told not to 
underestimate the role of the Roman 
Catholic Church, which has always in- 
fluenced the labor movement, but that 
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“we no longer have a foreign born 
nucleus in our factories largely com- 
mitted to a single denomination. The 
third and fourth generations are making 
decisions for themselves.” Methodists 
should “find new means: to move out 
effectively to workers.” 

But Bishop G. B. Oxnam, Alcoa Vice- 
President Leon E. Hickman and Method- 
ist Labor Leader Victor Reuther op- 
posed union- or company-paid chaplains 
because they might lose their independ- 
ence. Reuther opposed “agents of the 
Church inside the labor movement” and 
warned the church “not to sell its serv- 
ices to either side.” 


PSYCHOLOGISTS AND RELIGION 


A University of Illinois psychologist 
said in New York that psychology does 
not know enough about religion. 

Dr. O. H. Mowrer spoke at a sym- 
posium on the relationship between re- 
ligion and mental health at the sixty- 
fifth annual meeting of the American 
Psychological Association. 

For the last decade or more, he said, 
many psychologists have been “vaguely 
aware that there is something seriously 
amiss” in psychology both as a science 
and as a profession. Psychology does not 
“have all the answers,” he conceded. 

“Psychology has not even asked the 
great, searching, soul-shaking questions 
of life and death which lie at the very 
heart of human experience and exist- 
ence,” Dr. Mowrer said. 

But he and other members of the 
panel noted that psychology and reli- 
gion are moving closer together in their 
efforts to solve the problem of human 
behavior. 

Dr. Mowrer said it is “striking how 
many psychologists are themselves quiet- 
ly going back to church, or at least care- 
fully sending their children to Sunday 
school.” 


PEOPLE IN THE NEWS 


Dr. Frank C. Phillips, a pioneer in 
two world-wide Christian organizations 
—Youth for Christ International and 
World Vision, Inc.—died January 17, 
after being stricken with a heart attack. 
. .. Dean A. Dalton has become direc- 
tor of Education Services for Gospel 
Light Press. . .. Antonio Elias, known as 
the “Moody of Brazil,” will tour the 
United States under the auspices of the 
World Gospel Crusades. . . . Judge Boyd 
Leedom was re-elected president of In- 
ternational Christian Leadership. Judge 
Leedom is chairman of the National 
Labor Relations Board in Washington. 
. . . Ed Beck of the University of Ken- 
tucky and Tink Van Patton of Temple 
University have been named to the Ven- 
ture for Victory basketball team which 
will tour the Orient next summer. 
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Here is the perfect Easter gift 





THE REVISED STANDARD VERSION BIBLE 


What more timely gift for this 
moment in this world than a Bible! 
And what more timely Bible than 
the Revised Standard Version—a 
Bible so clearly written in the lan- 
guage we use today that your loved 
ones will turn to it twice as often 
for inspiration and peace of mind. 

The RSVB replaces out-of-date, 
confusing expressions with clear, 
understandable language—yet pre- 
serves the poetic beauty of the King 
James Version. It is based on the 
most authoritative texts available. 


Since many of these are ancient man- 
uscripts only recently discovered, 
the RSVB is, in a sense, our oldest 
Bible, as well as our most accurate. 

Because of this new clarity and 
accuracy, the RSVB is a Bible even 
for someone who already has a Bible. 

Religious leaders of more than 40 
major denominations have praised 
the RSVB. More than 5) million 
copies have been sold. This Easter 
give your loved ones a richer under- 
standing of God’s Scriptures with 
this magnificent Bible. 


Popular family and student edition (3800). Printed on fine Bible paper, 


with plenty of white space between lines for easy reading. Maroon buckram. Page size: 54" x 84"...$6.50 


IT IS A BIBLE THAT CAN BRING THOSE YOU LOVE CLOSER TO GOD 
— because it is written in the language we use today! 





Red-Letter Edition (3900). An RSVB with the 
words of Christ in red. In moments, any part 
of the Master’s message can be found for in- 
spiration or study. Maroon buckram. Page 
ee SO WON anh 00 dccccckescuue $7.50 
black-Leather Edition (3907). Boxed . . .$11 





Soft genuine leather (3807, 3807R). A hand- 
some edition for both family and student use. 
Plenty of white space between lines for easy 





reading. Complete with f Gold edges, 
ribbon markers. Page size: 544“x81{“. Boxed. 
Binet er sed. .cccccccccccececcoesses $10 





Iindia-Paper Edition (2807X ). Less than 1“ thick, 
this fine Bible is easy to carry, an ideal gift 
for a traveler or one away from home. Black 
genuine leather, easy-to-read type, gold edges, 
ribbon marker. Limp style. Page size: 544“ x 
ge” PEE eer rrr ere. $9 

















Merecco-bound far beavty and durability 
(2860X, 2860XR). A magnificent India-Paper 
Edition covered with rich genuine morocco 
leather, leather lined. In black or red, two 
ribbon markers, gold edges. Page size: 544“ x 
Se heer $15 
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Young people's Illustrated Edition (2804Z). 
Contains 12 full-color pictures and 12 maps 
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cluded. Maroon buckram (3800A). .$8.50 


Black or red genuine leather (3807A, 


rere ae $12.50 
RSV Apocrypha (300). Maroon buckram, 
P55. oe nadnsniene #008 $2.50 
Black genuine leather (307) ......-. $5 
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AFRICA’S LIVINGSTONE 


Towering above 


Contemporaries 


DAVID LIVINGSTONE: HIS LIFE AND LETTERS, 
George Seaver. Harper, 650 pp. $6.95. 


Reviewed by H. 


David Livingstone lives again for the 
mid-twentieth century generation in this 
scholarly biography by George Seaver. A 
nine volume biographer including three 
volumes on Albert Schweitzer, Seaver 
brings to the satellite age a fresh intro- 
duction to the Victorian medical, explor- 
er-missionary hero of Central Africa. 

In a well-documented volume replete 
with direct quotations from primary 
sources, Seaver paints the pioneer of the 
Zambesi, complete with halo of successes 
as well as the dark blotches of failures. 

Refreshing and challenging, this thor- 
ough study of Livingstone is needed for 
our generation. No capsule biography, 
this tome of 650 pages with excellent 
bibliography and index. Eight fine maps 
including one at each of the end papers 
spotlight the service of Livingstone to 
‘Central Africa. 

The same year (1848) Karl Marx an- 
nounced his “Communist Manifesto,” 
Livingstone brought his family to Kolo- 
beng to give his heart to the “Dark Con- 
tinent.” Four years later he prayed, “O 


Wilbert Norton 


Jesus, fill me with thy love now, and I 
beseech Thee accept me, and use me a 
little for Thy glory. I have done nothing 
for Thee yet, and I would like to do 
something. O do, do, I beseech Thee, ac- 
cept me and my service and take Thou 
all the glory.” 

The timeliness of Livingstone’s schol- 
arship is pointed up in his approach to 
the study of Sechuana. A linguistic gen- 
ius, he propounds his principle of “an- 
alyzing it (Sechuana) without reference 
to any others” (Latin and Greek). He 
anticipated the science of descriptive 
linguistics by almost a century. 

One regrets the author’s attitude on 
occasion in minimizing Livingstone’s 
faith and doctrine by references to his 
“fatalistic belief’ and to “hard fate” 
dealing blows to Livingstone. Such com- 
ments only cause Livingstone to tower 
more erect over his contemporary, Karl 
Marx. 


A former missionary to the Belgian Congo, 
the reviewer is now president of Trinity 
Bible College and Seminary, Chicago. 





TO LIVE AGAIN, Catherine Marshall. Mc- 
Graw-Hill, 335 pp. $3.95. 


Reviewed by Ruth Stull 


The other 7,594,000 widows will agree 
that, “Across the Valley of the Shadow 

. we must walk . . . step by step... 
and live it out.” It is regrettable that 
early in the book the author lays a mis- 
leading stepping stone in the Valley 
path. 

It all but promises that somewhere in 
the Valley the departed loved one’s 
voice will be heard and his “strong fin- 
gers” felt. The unwitting reader follows 
the path laid among irrelevant Scrip- 
tures. The author attempts to give the 
resurrection body to the spirit who has 
fled the earth to be “absent from the 
body and present with the Lord.” Then, 
with bold hands she parts the curtain 
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her husband had never allowed himself 
to touch in his obedience to instruction 
from the Scot’s “second sight” man. 

The author writes the things the min- 
ister, if he believed them, had suppress- 
ed through all his years of speech. It is 
as though he being removed she would 
say them. 

The seven million plus hurriedly read 
through the book to find where and how 
she found him alive again, and accom- 
plish their own encounter. But, she 
doesn’t! She closes the story headed for 
a rainbow. Had she written another par- 
agraph she would have repeated her 
earlier statement—“The help for the 
bereaved to be found in the Scriptures 
is indeed limitless.” 

Would that she had warned her read- 
ers not to slide on that slippery stone to 
darkened rooms seeking their departed 
loves, but to believe as Peter Marshall 





Livingstone statue overlooks Victoria Falls. 





did, when in his last public prayer he 
prayed to his Father for the “Bereaved 
who still feel lonely . . . for those they 
love who are with Thee.” The author 
like her readers will know the nearness 
to lost loves in nearness to Christ with 
Whom they await resurrection bodies 
and reunion with all the saints. 

The reviewer is an author, conference 
speaker, and former missionary to South 
America. 


THE BOOK OF GOD, April Oursler Arm- 
strong. Doubleday, 447 pp. $4.95. 


Reviewed by Lois E. LeBar 


These Old Testament stories for boys 
and girls have been adapted by the 
daughter of Fulton Oursler from his 
best-seller The Greatest Book Ever Writ- 
ten. The first sentence of the introduc- 
tion reads, “This is the story of the 
Greatest Book Ever Written, the book 
we call the Old Testament of the 
Bible.” One of the five stories of the 
captivity is the story of Tobias from the 
Apocrypha. The title of the account of 
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By ELISABETH ELLIOT 


With 60 pages of thrilling photo- 
graphs by the missionaries and 
CORNELL CAPA 


“A missionary classic . . . a powerful 
portrayal of a type of Christian dedi- 
cation to which the modern world is a 
stranger.” — FRaNK E. GAEBELEIN, 
Evangelical Book Club 

105,000 COPIES IN PRINT 
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A Book You Will Love 
EXPOSITION OF JAMES 
by 


Thomas Manton 
“In his Exposition of James . . . we have 
Manton at his best . . . I find that he nour- 
ishes my soul and illuminates my mind.” 
—WESTMINSTER THEO. JOURNAL 


Only $4.50 
from 


The Sovereign Grace Book Clud 
1124 Southeast First Street 
Evansville 13, Indiana 


(Join the — save 50% on 
book) 











“MY FAVORITE BIBLE” 


“The Pilgrim Bible is the favorite in 
my family and, I must confess, my 
own favorite Bible also. The com- 
plete notes save me much valuable 
time in my traveling ministry. Say 
what you will, it is just the best Bi- 
ble in print.”—James W. Mercer, 
D.D., Evangelist, Minneapolis, Minn. 


The Pilgrim edition of the Holy Bible explains 
God’s word while read. It was prepared by Dr. 
E. Schuyler noted editor and Bible teach- 
er, assisted by 3 distinguished scholars. It contains 
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Authorized Kin; 
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Bible, chronologies, compre- 
hensive index, and 10 pages 
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Nehemiah’s return to Jerusalem is “The 
New Covenant.” 

So vividly and graphically are the 
stories told that they will surely come 
alive for boys and girls today—for older 
children rather than younger. The Tree 
of the Knowledge of Good and Evil bore 
scarlet fruit. “Cain, with his thick neck 
and broad shoulders, and stiff, furry red 
hair, was so strong that he could lift 
boulders and pull a plow before he was 
seven.” “Young Joash, the smell and 
sound of death still reeling in his mem- 
ory, must put aside his toys, his shining 
gold ball and his little pet deer, and be 
a king. 

The incidents are so carefully selected 
that they form a continuous history 
through Malachi, though much of the 
Old Testament is omitted. The end 
pages in full color and many other illus- 
trations in black and white or one color 
add a great deal of interest. 

The reviewer is professor of Christian edu- 
cation at Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illi- 
nots. 


LIVINGSTONE IN AFRICA, Cecil Northcott. 
Association, 92 pp. $1.25. 


Reviewed by H. Wilbert Norton 


Northcott presents a_ fascinating 
thumbnail biography in Livingstone in 
Africa. His omission of the lost condi- 
tion of the African undercuts a basic 
fundamental of mid-Victorian Christian 
missions, and belittles Livingstone’s mis- 
sionary call. 


THE BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, Robert 
H. Pfeiffer. Harper. 335 pp. $5.00. 


Reviewed by Edward J. Young 


An abridgment of the author's full 
scale Introducation to the Old Testa- 
ment, it serves as a very adequate guide 
to Dr. Pfeiffer’s thought. 

The Bible, Pfeiffer says, is both human 
and divine, containing not only God’s 
Word but also human words, some of 
which are rather base and mean. This 
book approaches the Bible as “great lit- 
erature,” but disclaims being “the ex- 
position of an inspired canon of Holy 
Scripture.” 

We like this book. We do not agree 
with it. But it is an honest work. It 
represents negative, destructive biblical 
criticism with no apology, and is a re- 
freshing contrast from the theological 
double-talk which often characterizes 
neo-orthodoxy. 

If the reader wishes to learn what a 
modern adherent of the Wellhausen hy- 
pothesis believes, this book will help 
him. If, however, he is seeking for help 
in the understanding of the Old Testa- 
ment, he must go elsewhere. 


The reviewer is professor of Old Testament 
at Westminster Theological Seminary, Phil- 


adelphia, Pa. 
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‘ ALL THE PLANTS OF THE BIBLE, Winifred 
Walker. Harper, 244 pp. $4.95. 


Reviewed by Donald S. Robertson 


Biblical writers frequently referred to 
both cultivated and wild plants. Unfor- 
tunately, modern-day readers know very 
little about these plants. Because of this 
the full significance of numerous Bible 
passages is missed. This little book by 
Mrs. Walker should help remedy this 
situation. 

Mrs. Walker has put her training as a 


botanical artist to good use in faithfully 
painting 114 of the plants mentioned in 
the Bible and a few apocryphal books. 
These pictures are reproduced here in 
black and white, along with the scienti- 
fic, common and Hebraic names. Accom- 
panying each illustration is a Bible verse 
in which the plant is mentioned, a short 
verbal description of the plant and some 
comments on their use. The author has 
depended entirely on a list of Bible 
plants compiled by Dr. Harold N. Mol- 
denke of the New York Botanical Gar- 
den, which probably explains the most 





Needing a Metaphysical Anchor 


FAITH AND ETHICS. THE THEOLOGY OF H. 
RICHARD NIEBUHR. (Paul Ramsey, Ed.). 
Harper, 290 pp. $5. 


Reviewed by Carl F. H. Henry 


This is a series of ten essays dealing 
mainly with Professor H. Richard Nie- 
buhr and his theological ethics of “‘radi- 
cal monotheism.” The expositions are 
relevant, although some essays are inde- 
pendent statements, rather than strictly 
interpretative of Niebuhr’s position 
(e.g., James Gustafson on “Christian 
Ethics and Social Policy,” Carl Michal- 
son on “The Real Presence of the Hid- 
den God,” Robert S. Michaelsen on 
“The Kingdom of God in America”). 

The ordinary ministerial reader will 
find that a few read rather more heavily 
(e.g., Julian Hartt’s) than others, while 
the closing essay is quite sermonic. The 
background essays are as valuable as the 
expositions, particularly Hans W. Frei’s 
survey of 19th and 20th century theology 
with its awareness of recent tensions in 
Karl Barth’s thought. 

Final evaluation of H. Richard Nie- 
buhr’s thought is difficult because of 
gaps in his writings. On occasions he 
points beyond his own positions to the 
need of metaphysical anchorage he does 
not supply. The emphasis he lays on the 
relativism of life in faith poses a prob- 
lem for absolute assertions. In some in- 
stances Niebuhr’s thought is introduced 
somewhat as pins are stuck haphazard in 
a cushion. 

Niebuhr’s thought is polarized be- 
tween the positions of Troeltsch and 
Barth. To the former, he is indebted for 
his deference to external cultural plur- 
ality, to the latter for his emphasis on 
inner Christocentric revelation. But he 
has not really united their intentions, as 
Professor Frei notes. 

Niebuhr seeks to understand Jesus 
Christ through the unity of his moral 
purpose, not through the unity of one 
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Lord in two natures. Niebuhr’s mon- 
archian conception of God excludes a 
trinitarian view; the doctrine of the 
deity of Jesus of Nazareth he is inclined 
to regard as destructive of the unity of 
God, and he limits himself to an eco- 
nomic trinitarianism. It will not surprise 
evangelicals, therefore, that his treat- 
ment of the atonement is obscure. And 
one may find here the key to Niebuhr’s 
neglect of the doctrine of the Holy 
Spirit. Thus the theological background 
for Niebuhr’s ethics is often lamentable. 

Niebuhr’s ethics is critical and person- 
al, hence irreducible to principles. This 
imposes a sometimes exasperating task 
upon his appraisers. “Until his theologi- 
cal ethics are systematically reduced by 
him to print and paper,” remarks Pro- 
fessor Gustafson, “no one can adequately 
or accurately deal with Niebuhr’s ethics 
and its implications.” But the contri- 
butors to this volume make the effort 
nonetheless, noting such basic motifs as 
the relativism of life in faith, existential 
personalism, responsive action, and the 
sense of flux and process in experience. 
The relation of Niebuhr’s ethics to on- 
tology remains an open question. The 
ideal of biblical ethics vanishes, sup- 
planted by man’s relationships assertedly 
seen in the light of man’s “relationship” 
to God. The faith of radical monotheism 
which justified the Hebrew-Christian 
confidence in “the oracles of God” 
(Rom. 3:2) supplies Niebuhr instead 
with an (unconvincing) argument for 
relativism. 

Having said this, it must be added 
that the reader will find here a highly 
useful window on current Protestant 
trends in theological and ethical thought, 
especially as these have been stimulated 
by agreement and disagreement with the 
influential Director of Graduate Studies 
in Religion in the Graduate School of 
Yale. 

The reviewer is editor of “Christianity To- 
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=, Donald Grey Barnhouse 
‘says:— 


im publishing it, is still the best Bible 
we dictionary in the world.” 


“Concise, compact, scholarly, scrip- 
tural, conservative and satisfying is 


Frank E. Gaebelein 


says:— 

“Concise for the Christian. Every- 
one should welcome the reprinting 
of the Fourth Edition of Davis Bi- 
ble Dictionary. It is a reference 
work that should be in the library 
of all Bible students.” 
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important deficiency in the book. That 
is, the failure to include any mention of 
the techniques used in determining the 
plant to which a given Bible passage is 
referring. In many instances there must 
be some question as to what plant is 
meant. 

Some readers may not agree with Mrs. 
Walker's exegesis of the Bible in places. 
For example, the flame in the burning 
bush of Exodus 3:2 she explains as be- 
ing due to the red berries of a mistletoe 
and the manna of Exodus is suggested to 
be blue-green algae, nostoc. However, 
for the most part, the book is interesting 
and useful, and one could only wish that 
all the paintings had been reproduced 
in the same full color as the frontispiece. 
The reviewer is with the genetics depart- 
ment, Iowa State College. 


DER STAAT ISRAEL UND DIE LANDVERHEISSUN- 
GEN DER BIBEL, J. J. Stamm. Zurich: 
Gotthelf-Verlag. 45 pp. 


Reviewed by Bernard Ramm 


Is the present state of Israel the be- 
ginning of the fulfilment of prophetic 
‘Scripture? Are we to expect a fulfilment 
of the land promises given to Israel? 
‘These are the questions discussed in this 
small but solid work by a University of 
‘Zurich professor. 

The remarkable feature of Professor 
Stamm’s work is that he defends a spe- 
cies of a premillenial position. He re- 
jects the position of those who take the 
land promises literally and therefore 
look for the restitution of Israel in Pal- 
estine. But he also disagrees with those 
who find all Old Testament prophecies 
neatly spiritualized into church prophe- 
cies. 

His basic thesis is that the prophecies 
‘of the Old Testament are to be fulfilled, 
but in a changed manner. He rejects 
Zionism (Jewish or Christian) on the 
grounds that Zionism does not reckon 
with the change in the manner of ful- 
filment; and he rejects the Catholic po- 
‘sition (and all who spiritualize Israel in- 
to the church) on the grounds that the 
promise made to Israel is fundamentally 
carried over in the New Testament. 

Among other matters he discusses I 
Corinthians 15 and Revelation 20 and 
comes to the conclusion that there is a 
millennium separating the two resurrec- 
tions. The passages of Scripture are in 
agreement and supplement each other. 
Yet he will allow for no mere Jewish 
restitutionalism. 

His conclusion is that: (1) because 
there has been a change in the manner 
in which the promises made to Israel 
are fulfilled, the present state of Israel 
is not the beginning of the fulfilment of 
Old Testament land promises; but (2) 


ETERNITY 


God has included Israel in His plans 
for all periods of human history and 
therefore there is a future for Israel in 
the grace of God in Jesus Christ. 

For a small book this is packed with 
fundamental insights and adds an inter- 
esting contrast to the millennial litera- 
ture current in America. 


The reviewer is director of graduate bibli- 
cal studies at Baylor University. 


SALUTE THY SOUL, Clarence E. Macartney. 
Abingdon, 144 pp. $2. 


Reviewed by William Jones 


The lovely strains of a heavenly mel- 
ody echo and re-echo through this tend- 
er and wistful posthumous work of Dr. 
Macartney. 

The theme of redemption, played 
with. consummate skill as upon an in- 
strument of ten strings, recurs with in- 
imitable beauty and loveliness through- 
out the volume. The other-worldly over- 
tones in these messages are uncannily 
premonitory of the home-going of this 
servant of Christ, the faithful preacher 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Pitts- 
burgh. 

Like the best of Dr. Macartney’s char- 
acteristic preaching, these sermons are 
marked by clarity and precision of 
phrase, the evocative quality of words, 
the lingering sweetness of the apt 
thought, the telling description. 

The reviewer is editor of American Sunday 
School Union publications. 


THALES TO DEWEY, Gordon H. Clark. 
Houghton Mifflin, 548 pp. $5. 


Reviewed by William W. Paul 


This volume by the noted philosopher 
of Butler University will encourage 
those who are interested in the advance- 
ment of the cause of Christ on the uni- 
versity level. It has been many years 
since we have had such a scholarly treat- 
ment of western thought by one solidly 
committed to the biblical view of God 
and the world. 

Although the book begins with the an- 
cient Greek naturalism of Thales and 
ends with the anti-supernaturalism of 
Dewey, the author succeeds in making 
his own theistic views evident where the 
context permits. Clark’s discussion of the 
Patristic period up through Augustine is 
especially valuable in righting many 
misconceptions concerning Christian 
thought which appear in other histories. 

It is no easy task to put the history of 
man’s reflective experience into one vol- 
ume. Selection is essential and for this 
Clark has used two principles. He wisely 
chooses the outstanding thinkers in our 
intellectual heritage. These he treats in 
a careful but clearly reasoned way. 

The second principle provides the 
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unifying theme of the book: the prob- 
lem of knowledge. Clark might have 
selected philosophy of science, which 
many look upon as the significant 
achievement of modern times, and then 
traced the history of this theme from 
antiquity. But he evidently does not see 
much progress here since he entitles his 
chapter on the last 100 years “Contem- 
porary Irrationalism”! 

Another alternative would be to fol- 
low through the several themes which 
the outstanding philosophers have them- 
selves viewed as important for their own 
times. This, to some extent, is what 
Clark has done when he finds ethics and 
theology, for example, interwoven with 
the problem of how and what we know. 
Social philosophy and aesthetics might 
likewise have been included. But these 
are areas which the individual instruc- 
tor can enjoy developing with a knowl- 
edge that his students have Gordon 
Clark’s reliable discussion as a founda- 
tion. 

The reviewer is chairman of the depart- 
ment of philosophy at Shelton College, 
Ringwood, New Jersey. 


MY INWARD JOURNEY, Lorraine Picker. 
Westminster, 187 pp. $3. 


Reviewed by Mary A. Bennett 


This unusual little book is an auto- 
biographical account of recovery from 
bronchial asthma showing how its victim 
found relief through the realization that 
her illness was a disguise for a personal- 
ity disturbance. 

The last chapter sums up progress and 
warns: “. . . I wanted to show how emo- 
tions are so powerful they can lead to 
sickness. And if some few people are 
started on the way to health, I'll be grat- 
ified. But I’d hate for anyone to read 
this and then diagnose his own illness. 
Only a competent physician can do that. 
As for analyzing oneself, it really can’t 
be done.” 

The reviewer is instructor of English at 
Philadelphia Bible Institute. 


PROTESTANT AND CATHOLIC, Kenneth Wil- 
son Underwood. Beacon, 376 pp. $6. 


Reviewed by Robert L. Wendt 


The author made a study-in-depth of 
an industrial Massachusetts community 
which was predominantly Roman Catho- 
lic. Because of Roman Catholic pressure 
in a particular incident, the need of a 
social survey was felt by many of the 
community’s Protestant leaders. 

The general conclusion, couched in 
typical sociological terminology, is that 
Roman Catholics and Protestants live 
side by side, suspicious of each other and 
misunderstanding each other. The Prot- 
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estants are concerned about the absolut- 
ism of the Romanists and themselves 
stand for a “greater tolerance of vari- 
ety.” This tolerance is exercised in re- 
ligious activity as well as temporal. 

Underwood also states: “The socio- 
logical reasons for Catholic sensitivity to 
criticism have been centered in the frus- 
trations of a movement aspiring to be 
the ecclesia, the church of all people, 
while torn by ethnic, national and class 
divisions. The Catholic Church’s defen- 
sive actions have often been born of an 
internal sense of weakness, not of pow- 
er.” 

The most thought provoking state- 
ment, to me, was found in a description 
of a Protestant Upper-Class Family. The 
mother is talking about her daughter. 
“I try to be a tolerant person, but I 
don’t know what I should do about Su- 
san. I hate to keep her from playing 
with Catholics. Yet she doesn’t get 
enough religion in Sunday School of a 
kind that gives her satisfactory answers 
to such things as Catholics ask her.’” 

The author discovered that within 
both the Roman Catholic church and 
the Protestant groups there was a varia- 
tion in the acceptance of the teachings 
by the people according to class level. 
The chapter on “Class and Parish” is en- 
lightening and might shock some pastors 
who think that people in regular attend- 
ance believe all, or most all, that is be- 
ing taught in their own churches. 

The reviewer is assistant essor of soci- 


prof 
ology at Salem College, Winston-Salem, N. C. 





FORETASTES 
(Continued from page 2) 


in my life I asked the question, 
‘Where does the “tenth day” figure 
in the crucifixion story?’ 

“I did not know; but this is how 
I found out.” 

Now turn to the article and read 
his discovery for yourself. 

* * * 

“The Christian and Soul Sleep” 
(page 26) is the first of a series of 
articles by Walter R. Martin, con- 
tributing editor. Future articles in 
this series will discuss the Sabbath, 
the Law, the Judgment, and spirit- 
ual gifts. 

Martin, an expert in the beliefs 
of the cults, will present the biblical 
teaching in unmistakable fashion. 
Tell your friends about these arti- 
cles, especially those who may be 
confused on some of these teachings. 
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TENSION 
(Continued from page 17) 


greatly, must not make us insensitive 
to the truth of their criticism. 


Nowhere is the lack of church 
sense more evident than on the mis- 
sion field. We talk about the in- 
digenous church; but we aren’t really 
sure what a church is. And certainly 
we are even less sure that the evan- 
gelical church in the United States 
is the true pattern for overseas. 


When Martin Luther commenced 
the Reformation and was obliged to 
start a new church, he nevertheless 
carried over into it a very heavy sense 
of churchmanship. 

But people who have come up in 
the interdenominational movement 
of our day have, quite understand- 
ably but less justifiably, paid little 
heed to the doctrine of the church. 

Missionaries who have no denom- 
inational tie at home have had to do 
some thinking about the matter as 
soon as they have converts on the 
field. Churches have been founded, 
but what kind of churches have they 
been? 

Although proud of their inter- 
denominationalism at home, very 
few boards have escaped the near 
necessity of forming a denomination 
on the field. 


It become. almost ludicrous when 
certain denominational names, such 
as Southern Presbyterian or Missouri 
Synod Lutheran, are attached to for- 
eign churches. In spite of our best ef- 
forts of indoctrination, however, na- 
tionals regard these distinctions 
much more lightly than we do. 
Where these national Christizns con- 
stitute a very small minority of the 
population, they naturally hunger 
for great cohesion with other Chris- 
tians. Many evangelical missionaries 
feel that unless these small groups 
are tied together in at least a fed- 
eral type of union, they will, in a 
crisis, almost inevitably be swallowed 
by the ecumenical tide. 

Recently, evangelicals have been 
forming fellowships around the 
world. These are not councils of 
churches, but fellowships based on 
spiritual unity. The greatest contri- 
bution of these fellowships is in the 
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In such a case, the Evangelical Fel- 
lowship could take the place of the 
National Council of Churches with 
a more dynamic program. 

But if this happens, the onus for 
any bit of divisiveness rests not upon 
the Fellowship, but upon the ecu- 
menicists who were not sensitive to 
true ecumenicity. 
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END OF THE SHIFT 
(Continued from page 15) 
last half hour of life. But he has received exactly the 
same thing for coming to the Lord Jesus as those who 
came in childhood when the shift was just beginning: 
eternal life with the Father. 

“Some of you are approaching the end of the shift 
and you haven’t come yet. ‘Come unto me’ is Jesus’ 
invitation. ‘I am the Door.’ Come before it’s too late.” 

A few minutes later I was riding with the undertaker 
to the little country churchyard some miles distant. 
And I thought of how long eternity is. In view of the 
length of eternity, there doesn’t seem to be much dif- 
ference between the relationship of 60 or 70 years to 
eternity and two weeks to eternity. 

* s . 

“There is only one death-bed conversion recorded in 
the Bible. Only one, let none presume. There is one, 
let none despair.” 

* * s 

Have you ever wondered how non-Christian under- 
takers react to the constant stream of death in which 
they are involved? 

The night before the funeral I have referred to, I 
fell into conversation with the undertaker. I told 


him of how my friend’s father had come to the Lord 
so late in life. 

“We should all be ready,” I said. “We never know 
when God may take us home.” Ps}. 

“Don’t I know it,” replied the undertaker, who 
appears to be in his late fifties.. “Just.this last week I 
was thinking about that, and I decided to do some- 
thing about it. So I invested in more life insurance.” 

* * * 


One of the strongest evidences for Christianity is 
not, in my opinion, the peaceful way in which those 
who are trusting in the Lord Jesus die, but is instead 
the way in which those who have served Him since 
the beginning of the shift live. 

It was my privilege to observe rather closely the 
lives of Miss Ruth Paxson and Dr. Northcote Deck in 
their twilight years. I do not really mean twilight 
years; for them they were years of increasing bright- 
ness just before the sunrise. It was as though these. 
saints of the Lord had grown to the point where they 
had to burst out of the chrysalis of their earthly exist- 
ence into the heavenly glory. 

“The path of the just is as the shining light, that 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day.”—Joseph 
T. Bayly 





SOCIAL WORKERS 
(Continued from page 19) 


pioneer efforts of the small but significant handful of 
social agencies—adoptive, child placement, child-car- 
ing, homes for the aged—presently operated by evan- 
gelical Christians in this country and on foreign mis- 
sion stations? What is our attitude toward the non- 
sectarian welfare programs offered by such Protestant- 
supported agencies as the Salvation Army, Goodwill 
Industries, Volunteers of Americas YMCA, YWCA, 
and the social work-related rescue missions? 

Just how much, and with what justification, has the 
threat of becoming involved in a “social gospel” kept 
evangelicals from this field of Christian service? Has 
the fact that the more “liberal” elements of the church 
are identified with it kept us from seeing that in social 
work there exist unlimited possibilities for reaching 
desperate human beings with the liberating gospel of 
Jesus Christ? 

Social work is a profession offering skilled assistance 
to individuals, to groups and to communities who 
have problems or needs. The Christian in social work 
also is in touch with all these areas of vital need and 
opportunity. Consider what it could mean to a client 
of a family service agency, a mental hygiene clinic, an 
institution for the handicapped, a public welfare de- 
partment or a hospital, to receive the consecrated serv- 
ices, spiritual understanding and encouragement of a 
social worker who is also a believer in the Lord Jesus 
Christ! It would make a difference that there are 
Christian social workers—the difference between light 
and darkness, life and death. 
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There is an acute shortage of professionally trained 
social workers. The 1950 census listed 80,000 social 
work jobs; by 1960, 50,000 additional social workers 
will be needed. If there is an acute shortage of social 
workers, there is a veritable dearth of professionally 
trained Christian social workers—not nearly enough to 
supply staff needs of even the few Christian agencies. 
The National Association of Christians in Social Work 
is continually receiving letters from Christian social 
agencies (and from some “secular” agencies) making 
a plea for assistance in locating professionally quali- 
fied staff persons who have a Christian background. 
Now there is an immediate and urgent need for pro- 
fessionally-trained Christian social workers in an 
adoption and child-placing agency in Chicago; a child- 
placing agency affiliated with the Minneapolis Juve- 
nile Court; a home for delinquent girls in Pennsyl- 
vania; and a new child-caring agency in New York. 

Perhaps the Lord would have you in social work— 
either in a Christian agency or as His witness in a 
secular agency. This is a field long neglected by Chris- 
tians and white-unto-harvest with opportunities. If He 
would have you in it, He will make known His will 
for your life here just as in any other calling—be it 
foreign missions, medicine, farming, mechanics, a mil- 
itary career, or home-making! Social work brings you 
into contact with human need and human suffering in 
the extreme. It is incongruous, however true, to think 
of a profession dedicated to the alleviation of human 
suffering without benefit of Christian technicians 
whose skills are dedicated to God, and who have to 
present, in the Person of God’s Son, the greatest Re- 
source of all! 
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NINTH HOUR 
(Continued from page 7) 

As the people of old shouted, 
“The Lord, He is God,” shall we 
not, beside the sacrifice on Mount 
Calvary, say like Thomas, “My Lord 
and my God.” 

Daniel was not forsaken when to- 
ward the close of his long life he un- 
derstood that the time was drawing 
near for the deliverance of Israel. 
Jeremiah had prophesied it, and 
Daniel set his heart to pray to God 
as if his prayer alone were the pre- 
determined cause of that deliver- 
ance. He was a man of purity, of 
purpose, of prayer, of prophetic vis- 
ion. 

While he pleads and casts his peo- 
ple before God, about the time of 
the evening oblation Gabriel ap- 





ON DOING RIGHT 


When you do a thing because you 
have determined that it ought to be 
done, never avoid being seen doing it, 
even if the opinion of the multitude is 
going to condemn you. For if your ac- 
tion is wrong, then avoid doing it al- 
together, but if it is right, why do you 
fear those who will rebuke you wrongly? 
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pears and brings him, not a message 
of deliverance from the captivity of 
an earthly king, but of a Redeemer 
Who shall make an end of sins and 
bring in everlasting righteousness 
(Dan. 9:21) . 

But about 500 years later, at the 
time of the evening oblation, there 
cried One who was purer than Dan- 
iel, more prayerful than Daniel, 
more profound in His wisdom, more 
keen in His prophetic vision. And 
His cry was one of utter forsaken- 
ness: “My God, my God, why hast 
Thou forsaken me?” 

Ezra was not forsaken when he 
cried to God at the time of the eve- 
ning sacrifice (Ezra 9:5). He was a 
ready scribe in the law of God and 
had made a noble resolution. He 
turned his back on Babylon to seek 
the law of the Lord, to do it, and to 
teach it in Israel. 

“And at the evening sacrifice I rose 
up from my heaviness, and having 
rent my garment and my mantle, I 


fell upon my knees, and spread out 
my hands unto the Lord my God.” 

His powerful pleading wrought 
conviction in the hearts of the peo- 
ple and he was rewarded in seeing 
them turn from their unequal yokes 
to serve the living and true God. 

After that baffled cry from the 
Cross, Peter will be heard at the 
ninth hour when he calls upon the 
power of the Name of Jesus of Naz- 
areth to heal the lame man. 

Cornelius, a Gentile, will not be 
forsaken, but will be heard, as his 
prayers and alms come up before 
God at the ninth hour of the day. At 
the ninth hour he found that God 
was the God of the Gentiles also. 

All these things occurred at the 
ninth hour. At the ninth hour de- 
monism must flee, dominion must 
cease, defilement must be removed, 
deformity must hasten away, distance 
must go; for we who were afar off 
are brought nigh to God. All is se- 
cured because of Him who was for- 
saken at that hour. 

He was forsaken of God. The 
price of our nearness was His dis- 
tance. The price of our forgiveness 
was His forsakenness. The price of 
the intimacy of the Father’s face was 
the turning of the back of His God. 

Because of His affliction in that 
compressed eternity on the Cross, 
“our light affliction which is but for 
a moment worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory” (II Cor. 4:17). 

In the daylight we see our Lord’s 
suffering at the hands of men; in the 
darkness He suffered the judgment 
of God. In the daylight it is the in- 
justice of men; in the darkness it is 
the justice of God; man’s hatred of 
the Bearer of sin; God’s hatred of the 
burden of sin. 

Because of the orphan cry of 
Psalm 22, “My God, my God, why 
hast Thou forsaken me?” we have 
the companionship of Psalm 23. Be- 
cause He cried, “My God, My God,” 
I cry, “My Shepherd. The Lord is 
my Shepherd.” 

Because He “wanted” in Psalm 22, 
I shall not want in Psalm 23. Because 
He really died, there is left for me 
but the valley of the shadow of 
death, where I fear no evil. 
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food and room service. 
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Rev. Ding Teuling, Dr. Paul S. 
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TRIUMPHAL ENTRY 
(Continued from page 14) 

Jesus was condemned and died un- 
der Roman law on the charge of sedi- 
tion against the Roman government. 
Allegedly, He made Himself to be 
the King of the Jews. But how could 
such a charge have the remotest sem- 
blance of accuracy? The accusations 
of the Jews were entirely without 
foundation (Luke 23:2). When had 
He perverted the nation? He was no 
Zealot with a band of wild followers 
harrassing the Judean frontier. His 
few followers had no arms; and thus 
he had no army. 

Only once was there the slightest 
indication of a situation on which 
an accusation could be construed. 
On the morning of the tenth day of 
that month He had ridden into Jeru- 
salem on a little donkey; and had 
been acclaimed by an enthusiastic 
but unthinking crowd, “King of the 
Jews!” Should Pilate ever have in- 
quiry from the emperor in Rome as 
to any overt act of treason on the 
part of Jesus of Nazareth, ostensibly 
he could refer to the Entry. 

Thus it was that on the tenth day 
of the month, at the very time when 
the Passover lambs were being chosen 
from among the many that were 
available, and being set aside for 
sacrifice on the fourteenth day, the 
true lamb of God, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, rode into Jerusalem. By that 
act He laid Himself open to the ac- 
cusation of sedition, on which charge 
He was crucified a few days later. 

Since seeing this vital relationship 
of the Entry to the whole story of 
the death and resurrection of the 
Saviour, Palm Sunday has come to 
have an altogether new and satisfying 
meaning to me. No longer is it a 
hollow “triumph;” rather, it is the 
setting apart for slaughter the Pass- 
over Lamb, my Savior and yours, 
who takes away by His death our sin. 





FAMILY NEEDS 


Volunteers needed to teach neighborhood 
children in Philadelphia. Blackboard, type- 
writer also needed. Write Box B, ETERNITY, 
1716 Spruce St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 

Superintendent needed for Christian old 
people’s home in the East. Living quarters 
provided. Write Box C, ErTernity, 1716 
Spruce St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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SPIRITUAL 
“KATZENJAMMER .” 


One of our Missionaries writes: “As soon as 
the Day of Atonement was over | received a 
telephone call from Mr. K. who jokingly in- 
quired of me, “Guess where | was today?” 
and added, “In the synagogue.” 


Every year this man goes through the same 
emotional upset. He does not believe in the 
ritual, nor in the efficacy of the Day of Atone- 
ment. He is a great admirer of our Saviour and 
frequently studies the New Testament. Yet 
when the Day of Atonement comes he feels 
he must join his brethren in the synagogue, 
and then he comes home with a spiritual 
“Katzenjammer.” 


When | asked him, “Why do you go to the 
Synagogue?,” his answer was, “We Jews are 
slaves to our tradition, even though it does 
not satisfy our spiritual needs. We live in a 
religious past and are afraid to give up our 
traditions because we have nothing to take 
their place.” 


On the other hand, Jewish people who re- 
gained their living faith in God through the 
Lord Jesus Christ, Israel’s Messia, cannot get 
enough of the fullness and satisfaction which 
they have found in Him. Mrs. A., a Jewish 
lady, said recently to me: “Since we have ac- 
cepted the Lord Jesus, life has become so 
different. We are only sorry for the lost years. 
| cannot understand how we managed to live 
without Him.” 


* Indigestion or internal upset. 





The above letter illustrates the great inner 
turmoil and spiritual hunger of many Jewish 
people which nothing but the Lord Jesus 
Christ and His Gospel can satisfy. This is the 
greatest need of our times. Without Christ 
there is spiritual sickness and death. 


Please help us to proclaim Christ and to 
show forth-His wonderful love to the Jews 
in America, Europe, India, and Israel, that 
through your mercy they may obtain mercy. 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 


Missionary and Relief Society, Inc., 728ET 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
(Canada: Rev. Bruce Millar, 1066 Avenue Road, 
Toronto 12, Ontario). Sample copy of ISRAEL 
MY GLORY, outstanding missionary publica- 
tion, sent free to all who love the Lord and 
His cause. 


Dear Friends of Israel: 
| am sending enclosed for your ministry 














Meditations 


Isaiah 


THE LORD HATH BROKEN THE STAFF OF THE 
WICKED (14:5) 


Here is more proof that the prophecy 
concerns the end of a future monarch and 
not the death of a contemporary or near- 
contemporary king. This is not the descrip- 
tion of an armistice, a pause between one 
world war and a greater one, but the end 
of all evil authority and the destruction of 
all the powers that have exalted themselves 
against the knowledge of God. It should be 
noted that God brings this work to its 
climax and end. Nowhere does the Bible 
state that man will bring righteousness 
upon earth by his feeble efforts. Some think 
that our efforts today are moving toward 
the “bringing in of the kingdom,” but 
this is not true. The kingdom will not come 
till the King comes. 

Lord Jesus, come quickly. 


THE LORD HAS BROKEN THE SCEPTER OF THE 
RULERS (14:5) 

The wicked are behind the scenes and the 
rulers are out in front. The men who fill 
high offices are very frequently the puppets 
of those who exercise evil behind the scenes 
for their own profit. Both shall come to an 
end. The staff of the wicked (in our world, 
the gangsters, the union organizers, the men 
of organized greed, the pious defenders of 
the status quo) and the scepter of the rulers 
(the ward politicians and the corrupt judges, 
and the legislators who vote out millions 
for interests which are in the minority, and 
those who are greedy of power and in- 
fluence) shall alike be broken. The Inter- 
preter’s Bible well says, “The tenses of the 
verbs are prophetic perfects; this has hap- 
pened in a future already realized in the 
mind of the speaker.” Magnificent! The 
speaker is God, and the events, in His mind, 
have already happened. 

Lord, we praise Thee that the future is 

as sure as the past. 


THAT SMOTE THE PEOPLES IN WRATH (14:6) 
The revision is much closer to the He- 
brew than the older translations. It should 
be, “The Lord hath broken .. . rulers who 
smote the people in wrath with unceasing 
blows, that ruled the nations in anger with 
unrelenting persecution.” It pictures com- 
plete judgment upon arrogant rulers who 
had no thought of kindness for the people 
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These thoughts, taken from 


the riches of God's 


e inspired Word, will warm your soul 


and illumine your mind. 


whom they ruled. If we review the history 
of the past few thousand years, we must 
admit that, in most of the world persecu- 
tion of the common people has been ram- 
pant. God has His own individual believers 
in the midst of the crowd; but in general the 
face of the coolie, the peon, the peasant, has 
been ground down, and all the more so 
when the government has been by the 
masses, as in Russia. But all crushing power 
will be broken. 

Lord, we thank Thee that Thy righteous- 

ness shall prevail. 


THE WHOLE EARTH IS AT REST (14:7) 

Again we see how foolish it would be to 
apply this passage to an era of the past. The 
death of what king of Babylon brought 
peace to the whole earth? None. At what 
entrance of Israel into the land did the 
whole earth become quiet? Calvin makes no 
comment on these lines, and so falls into 
the great error of attempting to apply this 
to any temporary slackening of the world’s 
persecutions. This is the prophecy of the 
final judgment on evil. This peace comes 
after the end of all wars. This quiet comes 
from the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
There can be no peace without the Prince 
of Peace; but when the Lord Jesus comes, 
all the prophecies of peace and quiet, calm 
and contentment, will be fulfilled to the 
last detail. The Antichrist will be destroyed; 
the Christ shall reign. This is the goal of 
God in human history. 

Lord, hasten Thy Word to perform it. 


THEY BREAK FORTH IN SINGING (14:7) 

The New Testament teaches that the 
whole creation is now groaning and travail- 
ing in pain (Rom. 8:22). And in the groan- 
ing creation the believer groans (v.23). And 
in the believer the Holy Spirit groans (v. 
26). Even the beasts groan (Joel 1:18). But 
the day of groaning will end. Instead of 
the groaning there will be singing. The 
whole earth will sing a song of deliverance, 
even as Moses and the children of Israel 
sang after they passed through the Red Sea 
and saw the destruction of their enemies. 
And in the future will be sung again the 
song of Moses and the Lamb (Rev. 15:3), 
the song of the Lord Himself: “The Lord is 
my strength and my song (Ex. 15:2). The 
whole earth shall sing it. 

Lord, come, strike the keynote! 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


THE CYPRESSES REJOICE (14:8) 

That the cypress, not the fir, is meant, is 
clear both from the nature of the case and 
also from the authority of the ancient ver- 
sions. This tall tree and the cedar were the 
principal ornaments of Lebanon, where the 
tyrant of the north had ruled so fiercely. 
From this land the final dictator, the great 
and terrible Assyrian, will rise. In the end 
of the tenth chapter of Isaiah, God uses 
trees to symbolize the haughty rulers of the 
north being swept aside as a hurricane flat- 
tens a forest. Only the stump of the oak of 
Israel was left. Now the trees are used to 
symbolize the people, who are happy be- 
cause the axe-men no longer come against 
them. The oak tree has brought forth the 
Messiah, and so the other trees of the forest 
are safe. 

Lord, we thank Thee for the coming 

Peace. ‘ 


SHEOL BENEATH IS MOVED FOR THEE TO MEET 
THEE AT THY COMING (14:9) 

The word sheol, found 65 times in the 
Hebrew Old Testament, has two meanings. 
In some places it is used for the grave, the 
place of disposal of dead bodies, yet some- 
thing more than a place of disintegration. 
Elsewhere it means the abode of the con- 
scious spirits of those who have died. The 
picture here is the abode of the conscious 
spirits of those who have preceded the last 
great dictator to the place of torment. They 
who once exercised dictatorship by power 
received from Satan, now taunt this final 
dictator. A little later, they will taunt Satan 
himself; but here their ironic laughter is 
for the Antichrist, king of Babylon. Here 
is no sleep, no annihilation; there is con- 
sciousness. 

Lord, Thou hast kept us from our just 

deserts through Thy love in Christ. 


IT STIRRETH UP THE DEAD FOR THEE (14:9) 
We shall never understand the scriptural 
teaching about life after death until we 
erase from our minds the errors that de- 
rive from Greek mythology, Dante’s Inferno, 
Milton’s Paradise Lost, and Goethe’s Faust. 
The dead who are stirred up for the ar- 
rival of this tyrant are not the ordinary 
dead. The Hebrew word that is used here 
is not the usual word for the dead; it is 
Rephaim, one of the words usually trans- 
lated giants (Deut. 2:11,20; 3:11,13; Josh. 


ETERNITY 


13:12). These are the spirits of the demon- 
possessed ones who were Satan’s special 
agents in his war against God at the time 
of the arrival of the children of Israel in 
Palestine. Beneath the text of the Old Testa- 
ment are hints of a great, invisible warfare 
between satanic forces and the people of 
God. This explains the flood that destroyed 
all but Noah and his family. This is why 
God commanded the extermination of the 
Canaanites. These satanic forces now laugh 
at the last of their line. 

Lord, the wonder and glory of Thy Word! 


THE CHIEF ONES OF THE EARTH (14:9) 

The Hebrew word is he-goats, and is so 
translated in many places (eg. Jer. 50:8). 
Just as a flock follows the great he-goat, so 
the people have been led astray by the goats 
of history. Calvin mistakenly calls this a 
“fictitious representation.” (Incidentally, if 
some inquire whether we believe ourselves 
capable of correcting Calvin, the answer is 
that we can, just as a present-day physicist 
is capable of correcting Sir Isaac Newton. 
For, as the physicist has much more scien- 
tific data than Newton had, so the Bible 
student today has much greater biblical 
knowledge because of the findings of arch- 
eologists and philologists.) This is no fic- 
titious representation; it is a detailed an- 
nouncement of the conditions that will pre- 
vail in the spirit world when the Lord God 
Almighty begins to wind up history and 
bring order out of the chaos which sin has 
wrought on earth. The demon-possessed 
rephaim dead and the human tyrants: both 
will taunt the final dictator, and then Satan. 

Lord, we thank Thee for the divine 

ironies of history. 


THE KINGS OF THE NATIONS (14:9) 

We do not know how many doctors, law- 
yers, teachers, nurses, housewives, farmers, 
etc., will be in Heaven or in Hell. There are 
two classes of people of whom the Word of 
God announces that many will be in sheol. 
One is the class of dictators and kings, spok- 
en of here. The other class, of whom many 
are lost, are so-called ministers of Christ, 
as He Himself taught this in one of the 
most solemn passages of the Word: “Many 
will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied in Thy name? and in 
Thy name have cast out demons? and in 
Thy name done many wonderful works? 
And then will I profess unto them, Depart 
from Me, ye that work iniquity” (Matt. 
7:22,23). It should be noted that the one 
group consists of those who have abused 
political power, the other of those who have 
abused spiritual power. This should make 
us tremble. 

Lord, make us understand and tremble. 


ART THOU ALSO BECOME AS WEAK AS WE? 
(14:10) 

It is impossible to convey in cold print 
the tones of voice with which these lines 
should be read. Begin with a high tone of 
laughter, speak while laughing, and bring 
the words out with mocking and derision. 
In this chorus we discern Nimrod, the first 
dictator, and hear the tones of all the Alex- 
anders, the Caesars, the Hitlers, the Stalins, 
the Mussolinis. In this chorus we can hear 
the little cheeps of the men who were dic- 
tators on lower levels—foremen and office 
managers who abused their power. Each one 
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who joins the chorus is confessing before 
the universe that he is now weak. Several 
words in Hebrew are ttanslated weak, but 
this one refers to a weakness that comes 
by being rubbed smooth; to be worn down; 
and it is, surprisingly, used for stroking the 
face of a prince or noble in order to gain 
favor (Job 11:19; Prov. 19:6; Ps. 45:13). All 
this great host who had fallen for the face- 
stroking gestures of their subordinates now 
laugh at the last in all history to be fawned 
upon by sycophants. He, too, has been 
rubbed by flattery and has now reached 
flattery’s end—sheol. 
Lord, may we live in Thy strength. 


ART THOU BECOME LIKE UNTO US? (14:10) 
The greatest dictator of human history 
will pass to his judgment and condemna- 
tion as have all who have preceded him. 
The one who receives his power directly 


from Satan will fall in the same fashion as 
those who reached for power in their own 
strength and took it by their own ruthless 
pride. Looking at the mass of individuals 
round about us, we realize what a vast pro- 
portion of mankind lives for the moment 
and for self. We hear the Word of God 
say, “The world passes away and the lust 
of it; but he who does the will of God abides 
forever” (I John 2:17). Then we hear the 
voice of the dead greeting the latest arrival 
as he passes them on the way to the eternal 
silence “where through the eternities they 
sit immobile in vacuous contemplation.” To 
be alone forever and do nothing except re- 
member the failures of life on earth! 
Lord, may we learn to do Thy will and 
abide forever. 


THY POMP IS BROUGHT DOWN TO THE GRAVE 
(14:11) 


Men set great store by their honors. One 
of the foremost men in American politics, 
a longtime governor of New York, once 
walked into the ball room of the Waldorf 
Hotel and, finding that he was not to be 
seated at the speakers’ table, turned and 
left the room. Washington has an official 
of protocol who issues a list of the varying 
importance of men in government so that 
hostesses may not commit a faux pas by 
seating some inflated ego below the point 
where his seniority would place him. The 
driver of a funeral limousine told me that 
he had overheard many a strong argument 
as to who will take the place of the deceased, 
even while the “mourners” were on the way 
to the funeral. A wild scramble is not un- 
known for the succession to a deceased pas- 
tor. Death, the great leveler, will bring all 
such things to their proper issue. 


Lord, give a sense of eternal values. 
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Carlisle WHYL 960kc 2:30 p.m. Guatemala City TGNA 1180kc 9:30 p.m. 
Erie WJET 1400kc 9:00a.m. é 
Harrisburg WMRF 1490kc 8:30a.m. LIBERIA (Friday) 
—— weer, ins ~ = a.m. Monrovia ELWA 710ke 7:00a.m. 
Philadelphia 8:30 a.m. 
Pittsburgh WCAE 1250kc 8:30 a.m. PANAMA $edansion 
Readi RAW 1340kc 8:30a.m Panama City HOXO 760kc 9:30 p.m. 


ing 

March 1 and subject to change as more N.B.C. stations are able to clear time. 

@ Primary purpose of this broadcast is to supplement the outreach of local churches in bringing Christians into greater 

understanding of the Word of God. Will you tell others about it and then back it with your prayers? This broadcast is 

supported in its entirety by Christians who have been helped and blessed. If you would like to become a partner with Dr. 
Barnbouse in this radio ministry, write to bim today. 

BOX 2000 PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. « 


BOX 4020 TERMINAL A, TORONTO 


Donald Grey Barnhouse, Speaker 
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ALL NEW VBS COURSE 


for 1958 | ship the Lord : 
——— 


TEN inspiring lessons on a SINGLE theme teach the 
meaning of true worship — 
whom we worship — We Worship the Lord 
when we worship — every Sunday and every day 
where — in God’s house and everywhere 
how — through song, prayer, reading the Word, 
bringing gifts, telling others 





« PRIMARY 


TRUE-TO-THE-BIBLE. Beginning with Noah’s altar 
and continuing through tabernacle, temple, and 
early Christian church to “We Worship Today,” all 
lessons are true to the Bible and adapted for each . 
age group, Nursery through Teen-age. 





COLORFUL. Pupil workbooks are full of bright color 
and every one includes a FULL-COLOR tabernacle 
to set up . . . Gorgeous full-color reproduction of 
Anderson’s new painting done especially for this 
course on covers of all pupil workbooks and teacher 
manuals. 


COMPLETE. Teacher manuals‘are complete with les- 
son plans, suggestions for projects and recreation, 
PLUS a new type study outline designed to make 
every teacher a success! 

A new feature of the Director’s Manual is a 
6-session teacher training course with information 
on all phases of the VBS. Included, too, are wor- 
ship services and suggested closing program. 


= You may see these outstanding vacation-school 
materials NOW in your bookstore, or send the cou- 
pon below for your INTRODUCTORY KIT. 


= Planearly ... plan well... to have a better than 
ever vacation school this year. 





ORDER TODAY 


Introductory Kit contains 
® Director’s Manual 


PUBLICITY AIDS 


Inexpensive . . . eye-catching . . . ® 1 each Teacher Manuals (Nursery, Beginner, 
all new : .. all in full color... Primary, Junior, Teen-age) 
matched in design for added im- ® 1 each Pupil Workbooks (Nursery, Beginner, 


Primary, Junior, Teen-age) 
® 24-page Vacation School Planbook 
® Samples of publicity aids, etc. 


pact. Their purpose—to advertise 
your school and invite youngsters 


to attend. COMPLETE KIT, 9311...... $3.75 
Pest ame. ........ Order 9313 
25c. a dozen; $1.50 a hundred I 5d fa. sb ol acs oe ies oxen 
Poster, 12” x 20”. . Order 9315 on EOE TNE HEN me RD I et 
Settee ce a. 9a air riper preter eke ee 
Dodger, 5” x 6%". Order 9314 Church 


75c. a hundred 








Dept. ET-4 Payment enclosed $........... 





At your Bookstore, or 





STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 31, Ohio 





TUITION 
iS FREE! 


Your entire expense will include only 
the student benefit fee of $3.00 for 
one session, or $5.00 for two sessions 
(this covers health service and post- 
office), and whatever you pay for 
music lessons. Room and board rates 
are very reasonable. Yes, it’s possible 
to live in Chicago and attend MBI 
Summer School for only $20 a week! 


Special 
WORKSHOPS 


SACRED MUSIC 
July 7-11 

RADIO BROADCASTING 
June 16 toJuly 3 


MISSIONARY LITERATURE 
June 16 to July 3 


BIBLE INSTITUTE WORKSHOP 
FOR MISSIONARIES 
July 7-25 


w Get Bible school training in a 
3- or 6-week period. 


w Study under outstanding Bible teachers, 
Christian educators and gospel musicians. 


a Two great sessions... 


JUNE 16 to JULY 3—JULY 7 to 25 


Plan to attend 


MBI summer 


-=-==-==--§CHOOL-- 


You'll be glad you did! 


@ You'll learn to know and understand your Bible better. 
= You'll learn how to become a successful soul-winner. 


= You'll learn how to serve Christ more effectively 
in your own church and community. 


This year’s sessions promise to be exceedingly rich ones. More than 60 accredited 
subjects are being offered in Bible and related fields, such as Christian educa- 
tion, missions and sacred music. Courses are planned to provide Christians with 
the same study opportunities as Day School, but in a shorter period. 


Metropolitan Chicago provides a most practical clinic for observation and expe- 
rience in all phases of Christian work . . . church services, street meetings, per- 
sonal work in jails, missions, hospitals and other institutions. Participation in 
practical assignments is optional. 


= a= INTERDENOMINATIONAL . . . EVANGELICAL cess cemee cee eee eee ee eee eee ee oe 


MAIL COUPON TODAY 
FOR FREE CATALOG 
APPLICATION PAPERS 


Application papers must be 
mailed back at least ten days 
before the opening of sessions 
you plan to attend. 


Moody Bible Institute Dept. vim, 


Dr. William Culbertson, president ¢ Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 
820 N. LaSalle Street © Chicago 10, Illinois 


Please send me Summer Name 
School folder, catalog and 
application blanks. 





Address 





i 
| 
| 
I 
City Zone State a 











